THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 9, Issue 9     A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
Septermber 2011
District Conference: September 11th
   The Charlottesville District will gather for our Fall District Conference at Aldersgate United Methodist Church at 3:00 PM on Sunday, September 11th.  The Reverend Mark Ogren, Director of Congregational Excellence for The Virginia Annual Conference will be sharing stories of congregations, throughout the conference, living into All Things New.  An invitation will be extended to our district churches and pastors for the next Five Talent Academy event on October 6th.  Our First District Volunteer in Mission Team to Brazil will share stories of their recent trip.  The district conference offering will be divided between the Stop Hunger Now and a construction project in Brazil.  We will be electing district leadership for the coming year and at-large lay delegates to the 2012 Annual Conference.  The following persons are voting members of the District Conference:
· Ordained clergy, licensed local pastors, diaconal ministers, deaconesses related to the district;

· Lay leader, chairperson of the church council or its equivalent body, church school superintendent; president of UMM; president of UMW from each local church;

· Lay member of the annual conference from each charge;

· Three members at-large, one of whom must be a youth elected by each charge conference;

· Chairperson of District Council on Ministries or its equivalent body, district stewards, district trustees, district treasurer, district lay leader and associate lay leaders, president of district UMM, president of 
district UMW, president of district UMY, president of the district United Methodist Young Adults, the district coordinators of children, youth, young adult, and family ministries, other district coordinators and directors, five youth members selected by the district youth council and five young adult members elected by the District Council on Ministries (or equivalent body).   

At-Large Lay Delegates to Annual Conference 2012: 18 at-large delegates, along with 2 youth and 2 young adults will be elected by lay delegates to the District Conference.  6 alternate delegates will also be elected. The 2012 session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held in Roanoke, June 22-24.  Nomination forms are available on the district website and should be received in the District Office by September 7. Website: www.charlottesvilledistrict.org.
Brazil Trip
July 15-23. 2011

    The first Charlottesville District mission team to Recife 

Brazil consisted of twelve members ranging in age from 16 to 78.  Our primary focus for this first trip was to establish relationships and determine how best we can serve the people at the church, located in the Olinda section of Recife. 

    We flew to Recife via Miami and were met by Andressa Ramos the volunteer in mission director for the northern missionary conference.  After resting the rest of Saturday our team visited the Methodist church and day care center on Sunday morning.  We received a very warm welcome and were given a tour of the neighborhood and a delicious lunch.  Later that day we attended a church service where Rev Vivian Utz preached a rousing and well received sermon speaking through our interpreter.  On Monday we started working on cleaning and painting the classrooms at the day center.  During the week the team was able to provide some basic health care to the local residents and hold a class in crafts for the younger children.  
    One highlight of the week was our pooling of money our churches had donated to help buy a new refrigerator for the day care center.  The kitchen staff had been cooking for ninety children with no refrigerator!  This simple act was met with tears of joy and prayers of thankfulness. God is good.

    On Thursday we had the opportunity to visit the missionary conference bishop’s office and the local Methodist seminary. We departed on Saturday morning having shared a wonderful experience together.  One dividend of a mission trip is the bonding opportunity with the other members of the team. Going forward we propose to send construction teams to help build a new community/day care center close to the existing church.  Plans have been drawn and the building can be built in stages.  Our hope is to send at least one team a year. (Contact the district office or district mission chair Joan Wasserott, joanwasserott@comcast.net if you are interested) The team will work with the people of 

Recife, build a new building to serve the community.

Recife is a nice place to visit, the people are warm and 

gracious and the need is great.  

Bob Forrest – District Lay Leader
Creation Stories
I am looking forward to hearing the “creation story” of your congregation, as we gather for your annual charge conference.  If you need help with this task, read the first chapters of Genesis.  This is not so much a recitation of the date of your church building but a recounting of what was happening in the life of your community and the persons in it that brought people together to be a community of faith.  Who are the “founders” of your faith community?  What need(s) did this group of people address?  What did this congregation see in its earliest years as its purpose—its mission?  How was it blessed?  What were the challenges?

You may be asking, “What does this have to do with our ministry?”  It is from our understanding of ourselves—formed in the image of God—that we have identity.  Church is not about buildings or programs.  Church is about our relationship with Jesus Christ and the amazing ways that the Holy Spirit weaves God’s daughters and sons together to be the Light of Christ.

Just as when we gather around the communion table or baptismal font, we re-member Jesus at the Jordan or with disciples in the Upper Room and find ourselves part of the story with our Savior.  As we learn and tell our congregation’s creation story, may see God’s hand holding, shaping, filling and using us to continue the story of God’s love for the world through Jesus Christ.
Brenda

Resource for Teachers and Leaders
What Every Child Should Experience: A Guide for Leaders and Teachers in United Methodist Congregations is a guide for leaders and teachers of children in the area of faith formation.  The resource contains a comprehensive guide to scripture significant for children as they develop cognitively and theologically.  It also contains a chart of what children need and understand developmentally around the beliefs and concepts of God, Worship, the Bible, Home and Family, Everyday Life, Community, and Wesleyan Heritage. 
This is a new resource from GBOD available as a free downloadable PDF at: http://www.gbod.org/atf/cf/%7B3482e846-598f-460a-b9a7-386734470eda%7D/WHATEVERYCHILDSHOULDEXPERIENCEUMC_2011.PDF.
Art of Marriage Conference
 Please join us for the Art of Marriage conference at Culpeper United Methodist Church Oct. 21st & 22nd.  Family Life's Art of Marriage is a one and a half day event that equips couples to build godly marriages.  This is a fresh approach to a video event by weaving together engaging stories, real-life testimonies, man-on-the-street interviews, humorous vignettes.  Topics include:  marriage as God intended it to be, root causes of conflict, God's design for husbands & wives, communication, conflict resolution, granting forgiveness, intimacy, and leaving a Godly legacy.  This is a great resource for pre-married as well as married couples.  The event will be held Friday night October 21st from 7 to 9:30 (seating from 6pm to 6:55pm), and Saturday October 22nd from 9am to 4pm.  Cost is $50/couple through Sept. 30th, and $65/couple after Sept. 30th.  Cost includes 2 workbooks, continental breakfast Saturday morning from 8 to 8:55am, and lunch on Saturday. Registration ends Oct. 10th.  Register on line at www.yourmarriagematters.org. or, call Dwayne & Julie Higdon at 540-937-3138.  We hope to see you there!
UMW  News 

· Young Women’s Event, September 23-24, 2011, registration deadline is September 1, 2011.  Event is in Leesburg, VA, Leesburg UMC.

· Annual District UMW Meeting, October 1st, Nelson UMC.

· Annual Meeting, UMW, VA Conference, October 29-30 VUMAC. Registration forms are available from Frances Garwood, 540-456-6718 or fgarwood@bpl.coop or your local UMW President.

Bishop’s Convocation on Immigration 
A Bishop’s Convocation focusing on a faith-based response to the issues surrounding immigration will be held Saturday, Oct. 1, at Grace UMC in Manassas. In her “Grace Notes” column in the April 2010 Virginia United Methodist Advocate, Bishop Charlene Kammerer wrote: “Regardless of our political beliefs about immigration, the consistent message of Old and New Testament Scripture invites us to embrace the sojourner and stranger in our midst.” Plan to join Bishop Kammerer and the Commission on Ethnic Minority Concerns and Advocacy on Oct. 1. See the conference website for more information: www.vaumc.org. 
VA PAUMCS Experience Your Conference Connection 2011

 The Virginia Chapter of the Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretaries will host their fall event, Experience Your Conference Connection 2011, on Wednesday, October 5, at the Virginia United Methodist Conference Center, 10330 Staples Mill Road in Glen Allen. 

Tami Wyrick, director of the Virginia Crime Prevention Association, will present the latest precautions and tips for maintaining a safe working environment at church and elsewhere. Stephanie Davis, Virginia United Methodist archivist, will lead a workshop that will include church record keeping, how to research a church history, what is available in the Virginia United Methodist Archives, and the mission and policies of the Archives.

The event is open to all church administrative staff, full-time, part-time, paid and volunteer, including but not limited to administrative assistants, financial secretaries, office managers and newsletter editors. Participants are welcome to join the conference staff before the event begins for a 9 a.m. chapel service. Rev. Mark Ogren, conference director of Congregational Development and Evangelism, will lead us in worship and communion.

Event registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Lunch is included in the registration fee of $20 for VA PAUMCS members and $25 for non-members. Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity for knowledge and networking. A registration brochure is available at <www.vaumc.org> or call (804)521-1124 for more information.
If you are interested in car-pooling from the Charlottesville District, contact Linda Truslow in the District Office: 434 977-4254.

Teach Disciple in Prisons
The Virginia Conference has established Disciple Bible Outreach Ministries (DBOM) of Virginia, an affiliate ministry of the General Commission on United Methodist Men program that recruits, trains and equips local church volunteers to teach Disciple Bible Study in prisons, jails and youth development centers. All DBOM prison volunteers must be trained and certified for this ministry. The ministry held training for prison chaplains earlier this month at the Virginia United Methodist Center in Glen Allen. The next two training sessions will be held 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17, and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 18, at the conference center. To register or for more information, go to:http://disciplebibleoutreach.org/events_training/va_training_events/ or contact Gene Mims (804) 733-8632.
Newsletter Deadline: September 15
Please send your submissions for the September issue of The Ambassador to Carol Frost at cifrost@aol.com.
District/Conference Apportionments
    Churches that have paid district apportionments in full thru June are listed below, Bethlehem and Mount Pleasant have also paid 100% Conference Apportionments: 
Binghams

Mount Zion

Trinity (North Garden)
Mount Pleasant (Amherst)

Jeffersonton

Woodland

Cunningham

New Bethel

Seays Chapel

Wesley Chapel

Mount Vernon

South River

Westover

Macedonia

Louisa


Ebenezer

Lasley


Mount Horeb (Orange)

Bethel (Rochelle)
Mountain View

Etlan


Mount Olivet

Oak Grove

Bethany (Norwood)

Bethlehem (Roseland)
Nelson

Barboursville

Salem (Orange Circuit)

Madison

Walker’s
Bethsaida

Mount Zion (Esmont)
Byrd Chapel  
 
Attention: Youth
Save the Date!! 

District Youth Retreat at Westview 

February 24, 25 and 26, 2012 

Middle School Mission Weekends
Westview on the James
October 14-16, 2011
Cost:  $115 
For more information or to register, go to www.vaumc.org/youth.

Kid’s Work Camp to be Sept. 30-Oct. 2 at Westview on James

Kid's Work Camp at Westview on the James in Goochland will be Sept. 30-Oct. 2. This weekend camp for 2nd- through 6th- graders focuses on outreach and mission opportunities designed just for kids and their leaders. Some projects occur on-site, but most groups will head out into the Goochland area to assist with home repair, yard work, visits to the elderly and more. Campers will worship together, play together and work together. For more information and registration form, go to www.westviewonthejames.org.  
Lay Speaking Training
Charlottesville District 2011
    Lay Speakers are always needed to lead, to care and to communicate various ways.  Some of these ways include teaching others preaching. Classes will be offered this fall at three separate locations and times.  New lay speakers are always welcome and must take the basic course before an advanced one.  Please use the following sign up sheet.  Deadline for any class is two weeks prior to the event so materials can be mailed to you.  Blessings as you prayerfully consider this service to Him.  
Saturday 8:30 – 9:00:  Coffee; 9 – 12 and 1 – 5

Sunday 1:00 – 4:00
Cost $25.00
Please Check your choice below and mail in with your
CHECKS MADE OUT TO: “Charlottesville UMC” and send to: Carol Recknor, 452 Buffalo Run Rd, Stanardsville, VA    22973
September 24 and 25, 2011
Nelson UMC
5239 Thomas Nelson HWY., Arrington 22922

_____ Basic






Sylvia Floyd CLS

_____ Let the Whole Church Say Amen



Rev. Debbie Powell
October 29 and 30, 2011

Culpeper UMC
1233 Oaklawn Dr. Culpeper 22701

____ Basic






Wyatt Mills CLS

_____ Delivering an Effective Sermon



Rev. Theresa Hoffman
    Basic: This course is the foundation for all the other courses. In this course you are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts and God intended.   It offers guidelines for best practices as a church leader and in mission and ministry in the community and daily life.

    Accountable Discipleship: The participant is invited through this course to look at their own faith community and see how it is or not a reflection of genuine Christian community.

    Let the Whole Church Say Amen: In this course, the author offers a short course on praying in public to help the participant grow in confidence and skill in prayer.  

From Your Heart to Theirs:  Delivering an Effective Sermon:  This course moves the participant beyond the basics of public speaking and addresses the foundations necessary for preparing an engaging sermon. 
Orientation Session For General and Jurisdictional Conferences
    Did you ever wonder what exactly happens at General Conference?  Or whether you could enjoy attending General or Jurisdictional Conferences even if you weren’t a delegate?  Have you ever thought about how bishops are elected and what else goes on at Jurisdictional Conference? 

    Information sessions led by members of the 2012 General and Jurisdictional Conference Delegation will be held from 10 AM to 12 Noon,  on Wednesday, September 28 at Wellspring United Methodist Church at 4871 Longhill Road in Williamsburg, and on Saturday, October 8 at Aldersgate United Methodist Church at 1500 Rio Road East in Charlottesville.  The same program will be presented at each location.  The two hour session will include a General Conference overview, detailed information on the day to day schedule and plenary sessions of General Conference, tips on practical considerations for attendees, detailed information on the legislative committee process, a presentation called “elections and other surprises”, an overview of Jurisdictional Conference including the process for the election of bishops, and some suggestions on being a visitor at General Conference in Tampa and the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference at Lake Junaluska. 

    These programs are free and open to all clergy and all church members who want to know more about our General and Jurisdictional Conferences. For further information, please contact Susan Garrett at RevSGarrett@gmail.com  or Neill Caldwell at NeillCaldwell@vaumc.org.
District United Methodist Men
    The Little Fork Circuit UMM located in Culpeper County is sponsoring in conjunction with St. Andrew’s “Feed the Hungry Program” a Potato Drop on Saturday November 19th. You ask, what is a Potato Drop? It is a Tractor Trailer load of some 40,000 lbs. of Potatoes to be distributed to food banks, soup kitchens, shelters, senior centers, and other service agencies.

    Since the Charlottesville District is such a diverse District, and is so long north and south in size, we are asking for help from all churches in the district in distributing of these potatoes.

    Should your Church, mission group, or your UMM Fellowship be able to help with the distribution please Contact David F. Watt, President of The Little Fork Circuit UMM at

Email : davidfwatt@hotmail.com or phone 540-547-4792.
Going Green in another Way
     This is a different slant on going green.  This is the season where gardens are beginning to wind down and there are some leftovers in the garden happening before frost.  I am particularly referring to, “What to do with green tomatoes?”  Of course, there are always Fried Green Tomatoes.  A movie and dinner of fried green tomatoes are always fun, but let’s try this one by Chef John Maxwell, and it is better than a movie.

Green Tomato Cake

2 cups chopped green tomatoes                  
1 tsp ground cinnamon

1 TBSP salt                                                 
1 tsp ground nutmeg

½ cup butter                                                
1 tsp baking soda

2 cups white sugar                                      
¼ tsp salt

2 eggs              
½ cup raisins
2 cups all-purpose flour                              
 ½ cup chopped pecans

          Whipped topping, mint sprigs and pecans for garnish
1) Place chopped tomatoes in a bowl and sprinkle 1 tablespoon of salt.  Let stand 10 minutes.  Place in a colander, rinse with cold water and drain.  Pat tomatoes dry.

2) Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Grease and flour a 9 by 13 baking pan.

3) Blend butter and sugar together.  Add eggs, and beat until batter is creamy.

4) Sift together flour, cinnamon, nutmeg, soda, and ¼ tsp salt.  Add raisins and nuts to the dry mixture, add all dry ingredients to batter, and mix well.  Dough will be very stiff.

5) Stir in drained tomatoes.  Pour batter into prepared pan, and bake for 40-45 minutes or until a toothpick inserted into the cake’s center comes out clean.

6) Garnish slices with whipped topping, mint and pecans.

Chef John Maxwell appears on several monthly TV shows and is director of the Food Service Management Program at the Culinary Institute of Virginia in Norfolk.

Bon Appetit
JoAnn Perkins, Creation Care
wperkins@charlottesville.net; 434 823-4987
Newsletter Deadline September 15

Church Loans Made Simple

VUMCU Has A Wide Range Of Loan Products For Churches Of All Sizes  

    We've been lending to our conference churches for years and we understand how involved the loan process for churches can be. We will assist your church every step of the way and we offer loans for renovations, repairs, lines of credit, refinance of current debt, church vehicles and parsonages. 

    We offer unsecured and secured loans with variable and fixed rates. Additionally, we have pledge of share/certificate of deposit  loans as well as those that are mortgage backed.

     Contact Mike Haydon at: mhaydon@vumcu.org to request a loan packet. All loans are subject to approval and rates are subject to change. 

Gleaning
    The Society of St. Andrew is now gleaning from the Charlottesville Farmer's Market every Saturday morning. Volunteers are needed to help collect the produce that the farmers leave each Saturday as they pack up to leave. The volunteers gather @11 AM and distribute the gleaning bins to the farmers.  The bins are collected after the farmer packs up @12:15-1:00. The food is

weighed and delivered. Part of the food goes to The Haven's cooler for Food Not Bombs to prepare on Sunday and the rest goes to the JABA cooler for the senior center to enjoy. This is a great opportunity for youth groups, individuals and Sunday School classes. Many thanks to those who have already volunteered! So far, in the first four weeks over 1000# of produce has been gleaned. All are invited to come and join us to feed those that are hungry in the Charlottesville area! Please contact Sarah Ramey, Virginia Gleaning Network Director to sign up or ask any questions. She can be reached by calling 1-800-333-4597 or e-mail vaglean@endhunger.org. 
Advocate subscription promotional materials to be e-mailed to churches

This year, in order to save on mailing expenses, all lists of names of local church Virginia United Methodist Advocate newsmagazine subscribers and Advocate subscription promotional materials will be e-mailed to churches for use in the late summer Advocatesubscription campaign. Please e-mail Advocate@vaumc.org or Peggy Cribbs in the conference Communications office with notification of the e-mail address to which these materials should be sent.
The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 

Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Carol Frost
cifrost@aol.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
August 27-28

Lay Speaker Training – Hinton Avenue UMC

August 28

3:00 PM District Youth Rally

September 1-7
             District  Office closed-vacation

September 11

3:00 PM District Conference, Aldersgate UMC
September 24-25
Lay Speaker Training- Nelson UMC

October 14-16

Middle School Mission @ Westview on the James

October 29-30

Lay Speaker Training- Culpeper UMC

November 4-6

VA Conference UMM Spiritual Retreat, Blackstone, VA (VUMAC)

November 19

District Leadership Training 

Non-profit


Organization


U.S. POSTAGE


PAID


Permit No. 180


Charlottesville Va








PAGE  
Page 
THE AMBASSADOR
PAGE  
September 2006   
Page 


