Oh, Are You Making Your List Yet?
How to go green this Holiday!

What gift to give?  What would be appreciated?  Here are a few energy-efficient ideas for your holiday gift giving.

The holidays come, we eat to much and over-indulge.  Maybe we can start the New Year’s Resolution early and give a gift that gives all year in energy efficiency.

1) Smart Strip Power Strip:  This strip gives power only when the outlet appliance is in use. Plus, they often offer surge protection.  These are often under $40 and can pay for themselves in energy protection in a year or less.
2) Smart Charger:  Cell phone, smart phones, and ipod rechargers use a lot of energy.  “Valet” chargers are now available to charge two, three, or four at one time, and then shut off completely when the device is removed.  These are also available in solar energy.

3) Programmable Thermostat:  By programming the house temperature during different times of the day or night can really save on energy.  This is for both heating and cooling.

4) Low-Flow Showerheads/Faucets:  These can reduce hot water consumption by as much as 50%.  With the newer models, most people don’t notice the reduction in flow.

5) CFLs and Furnace Filters:  Put together an energy-efficiency packet of compact fluorescent light bulbs and furnace filters.  Replacing furnace filters every 30 days can really save energy.  For older folks offer to replace their filters for a glass of eggnog.

6) Energy Star Home Electronics and Appliances:  New Energy Star TVs and computers can use up to 30% less electricity than older models.  Same with washer and dryers.  Can be as much as 50% reduction on the electric bill for that appliance.
7) Pressure Cooker:  This is a fast way to cook rice, beans, soups, meats, and much more.  This can use up to 70% less energy than the conventional pot.  Latest models out are more attractive than what your mother used with a the funky little gauge on it that made a whistling noise.

8) Toys without cords:  Buy children’s toys that don’t need electricity.  Buy a real guitar instead of Guitar Hero.  Buy those board games such as Monopoly, Scrabble, and even checkers.  How about a chess set?

Make this gift-giving meaningful all year long

2012 will be a banner year on your savings in Energy!
