District Committee on Ordained Ministry

Certified Lay Minister
Description:  ¶271
In order to enhance the quality of ministry to small membership churches, expand team ministry in churches, and in deference to an expression of gifts and evidence of God’s grace associated with the lay ministry of early Methodism, the certified lay minister shall preach the Word, provide a care ministry to the congregation, assist in program leadership, and be a witness in the community for the growth, missional and connectional thrust of The UMC as part of a ministry team with the supervision and support of a clergyperson.
Requirements 

1. Must be a certified lay speaker or a person with equivalent training (if not a certified lay speaker, contact the Office of Ministerial Services).
2. Make application in writing, including detailed statement as to reasons for application and evidence of how their service in the local church has demonstrated appreciation of the history, polity, doctrine, worship and liturgy of The United Methodist Church, to the district committee on ordained ministry.
3. Complete and return to District Office the Personal Data Inventory (Form 102) available as a download from www.vaumc.org, Administrative Services/Ministerial Services/Candidate Information.
4. Complete a VA State Criminal and Sex Offenders Background Check.
To complete the State Criminal and Sex Offenders background check, go to the State Police website at  www.virginiatrooper.org, click on "forms", and click on "Criminal History/Sex Offender Name Search", then click for SP 167.  Complete all data fields (be sure you have typed under the "mail reply to"- your District Office and address and attention to your District Superintendent). Print the form.  Under "Affidavit for Release of Information:" the candidate signs their name.  Signature must be notarized.  Once this is signed, send it to your District Office. The cost of this background check is $20, payable by check/money order.

5. Complete the Kroll Expanded Background Check form (available as a download from www.vaumc.org, Administrative Services/Ministerial Services/Candidate Information). 
Mail the completed form to the Office of Ministerial Services (P.O. Box 5606, Glen Allen, VA 23058) with a check for $60 payable to The Virginia Conference. This background check includes a consumer credit check, county and national criminal checks, and a Department of Motor Vehicles check.
6. Written recommendation by the pastor of the local church where he/she holds membership.
7. Vote of the church council or charge conference (included in recommendation by the pastor).
8. Verification of completion of courses relevant to his/her assignment including preaching and exegesis, the care of the congregation, etc. 
9. Written recommendation of the district superintendent.
10. Interview with the district committee on ordained ministry.
