THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”
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Brazil Mission Team
   The first Charlottesville District Mission Team to Brazil was commissioned at District Conference April 10th:  Joan Wasserott (Zion); Deborah Reynolds (Aldersgate); 
Rosemary Welch (Hinton Avenue); Lucy Miller (Hinton Avenue); Mary Miller (Hinton Avenue); Steven Nichols (Cunningham); Deborah Koontz (Gordonsville); Brittany Perkins (Byrd Chapel); Vivian Utz (Byrd Chapel); Sean Kirkpatrick (Byrd Chapel); Robert Forrest (Aldersgate); and Erin McKenney (Fairfax).  So far, $2,265.50 has been raised across the district for supplies.  Our goal is $5,000.  Contributions can be made to “Charlottesville District UMC” mark “Brazil mission supplies” on the memo line.  If you are interested in being part of the 2012 mission team to Brazil, contact Joan Wasserott, District Mission Chairperson, joanwasserott@comcast.net or 434 589-3669. 
Voices of Youth
   Caitlyn and Kelly Lebrecht of Zion United Methodist Church have been selected as members of the 2011 Vocies of Youth (VOY) mission choir.  This year’s choir will travel to the Dominican Republic to engage in hands-on mission.  They will travel throughout the conference upon their return to bear witness of Christ.  Stay-tuned to learn where you can attend one of their concerts.
All Things New
   All Virginia Conference churches will receive a mailing about All Things New – The Virginia Conference:  Fruitful and Multiplying during the week of May 1.  This mailing includes the attached letter from Bishop Kammerer and brochures about the Conference’s leadership focus for existing congregations and the planting of new faith communities.  Weekly stories from new faith communities will be emailed to conference pastors for inclusion in bulletins or worship announcements from May 8 through June 12 when a conference wide invitation for financial support of All Things New will be extended to individuals and/or congregations of the Virginia Conference.  This invitation will conclude the financial campaign of All Things New as approved by the 2009 annual conference. 
Fight Malaria with Palmyra UMC
   If you could save a child’s life, would you?  “Yes, but I don’t know how,” is often the answer to this question.  Palmyra UMC has found a way to save the lives of children, and you can help.  Every 45 seconds a child dies from malaria.  Malaria is preventable, treatable, and curable.  While the prevention, treatment, and cure are known, all are often out of reach for these dying children.  Imagine No Malaria (www.imaginenomalaria.org) is working to bring prevention, treatment, and cures to these children.  Lives are being saved.  

    When a group of concerned individuals at Palmyra UMC heard about the possibility of saving lives, they decided that something must be done to directly assist in the efforts as well as to teach others about these children.  The something is a benefit that will be held on Saturday, May 14 beginning at 5:30 at Zion United Methodist Church. The African-themed dinner will be enhanced by a silent auction and various activities for children and adults.

    An African-themed meal was chosen because the majority of the children dying from malaria are in Africa.  While the disease has been mostly eliminated from the United States, 350 to 500 million people are infected each year.  The malaria parasite takes up residence in a person’s bloodstream after the person is bitten by a mosquito.  The first line of prevention is mosquito nets, and there are many who have heard about the Nothing But Nets program.  Imagine No Malaria goes a step farther to offer improved treatments, education, and other forms of prevention.

    “When I read the facts about this disease, I just want to cry,” says event chairperson, Iscella Wittich.  The group realizes that they will not be able to help every child, but they can help some.  For just $10 a treated mosquito-net can be provided for a child, so this event is $10 per adult and $5 for children 10 and under.  “Just by coming and sharing in an evening together, you can save a child’s life.  It’s a win-win situation,” Iscella continues.  “This is a new venture for Palmyra United Methodist Church.  Our prayer is that other members of the community will support this event so that together we can make a difference in the lives of children.”

    The people of Palmyra UMC could use your help in saving the lives of children.  If you would like to know more about this event or purchase tickets to the benefit, please contact Palmyra United Methodist Church at: churchoffice@palmyramethodist.com or 434-589-1700.

Culpeper UMC Mission Report
   Culpeper UMC had 14 members that met together from January until they left March 20th for Nashville, TN for a week of work restoring flood damaged homes. 

   The team traveled 10 hours on the Church bus and a truck pulling the Church’s disaster response trailer. In Nashville, we stayed at the gym of the Cornerstone Church of the Nazarene along with a team from Altoona, PA. There was plenty of sleeping room but only 2 showers and a small kitchen; when God is in charge it will work. 

   We met Bill the coordinator for the TN Conference who took us to meet the home and owner where we would be working. Joe was in his early thirties, tired and discouraged. He had been working on his mother’s home by himself (the one he was born in) since November. Sub floors were down, the sheetrock up, kitchen and one bath floor tiled, and most of the kitchen cabinets installed. 

   After five days: carpet was installed in 3 rooms, a shower tiled, cabinets, counter top and all the kitchen appliances were installed (and they were all working), blinds hung on all the windows, rooms, doors, and baseboards painted, the trim on the outside and the front of the house painted, 3 bushes moved and yard raked, insulation and sheet rock were put on the ceiling of the grange, and the hot water heater installed.  557 man & woman hours were a labor of love.

   After our first day, Joe said he wanted to keep us. On Tuesday he smiled.  Wednesday he called one of them out to see the house, “It has been yellow since I was born and now it’s white as I asked.” Thursday he joined us in celebrating a team member’s birthday by eating some cake.  Friday he came to dinner with us to eat ribs.  He was smiling, telling stories and brought a friend.  We saw a changed man, one with hope and trust. 

   The other great thing that happened was the way the Altoona team and our team worked and lived together. They had two carpet installers who put the carpet down in two days and 4 members of their team painted 3 days with our team. We sent a roofer from our team to work with their team for 2 days and loaned our chain saw. We ate some meals together and celebrated the Lord’s Supper on Friday together. 

   It is awesome to work for the Lord and see lives changed as a result of being obedient to his call. 

Centurions In Hope

  If your church would feel called to exploring ministry with the military population (including their families) who live amongst you, contact Rev Don MacNicoll who is offering to serve as a resource person to churches in the district.  Don can be contacted at 434-409-8246, or at donaldmacnicoll@yahoo.com.

Governor McDonnell at VUMAC

    The Board of Directors for Blackstone: The Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center announces an extraordinary opportunity for the Virginia Conference.  On Saturday, June 11, 2011 special guest and keynote speaker Governor Robert F. McDonnell will deliver an inaugural Founders Day address entitled Faith of Our Founding Fathers.  Governor McDonnell’s address will be preceded by a colonial style dinner in Blackstone’s dining room and followed by a lively debate between renowned PBS interpreters for President George Washington and Governor Patrick Henry.  In addition, area youth will salute the Faith of Our Founding Fathers in song.

   For guests wishing to spend the night, following a hearty Southern breakfast, Bishop Hasbrouck Hughes will deliver the Sunday morning message on June 12. 

   For event information or concerns, please telephone 434-292-5308 or email jenniferwall@vaumc.org.

Death of Mrs. Schroeder
  Frances Lee Whiteside Schroeder of Vienna, IL died on Tuesday, March 8, 2011. She was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. Herman Gustav Schroeder, in January 2009. Rev. Schroeder served two churches in the Charlottesville District: Stanardsville UMC (1966-68) and Rodes UMC (1968-70). Mrs. Schroeder is survived by her children: Suzanne Neff (and her husband Terry) of Red Bud, IL, Herman Gustav Schroeder, Jr (and his wife Cathy) of Memphis, TN, and Mary Garwood (and her husband Mark) of Afton, VA; plus 6 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. 

UMMen  


   The Charlottesville District United Methodist Men's Spring Retreat will be held at Camp Shenandoah Springs in Madison, VA on May 20-21. It will be a bible study workshop on "Everyman's Battle"  Ephesians 5:3. This workshop will guide you through an intense examination of your personal life and an honest application of biblical truths to help you win the war on sexual temptation while trying to live a pure life by God's way. Cost of the workshop including the Program, book, all material, 4 meals and lodging is $75.00. Without lodging it is $50.00. Staying overnight is an option, but it is highly recommended. To register, send your name, phone number, address and e-mail address along with a $25.00 deposit to P.O.Box 770, Madison, VA 22727 Make checks payable to Shenandoah Springs. The balance of the cost will be due on your arrival. 
Newsletter Deadline May 15

Exploring Ministry Event
   Some young person you know needs to hear about Exploration '11, scheduled for November 11-13, 2011 in St. Louis, Mo.  Someone 18 to 26 years old who is gifted for ordained ministry, but hasn't yet identified his or her gifts to serve the Church and the world.    A young adult who is already considering a call to ordained ministry in The United Methodist Church.  Do you have a desire to impact the Church for the future? Your invitation may help these leaders for the future hear a call to ministry. Pass this invitation on so that they can explore their passion and possibilities.

   Exploration '11 is designed to help young adults explore what ministry in the UMC looks like and to connect them with resources to respond to God's call in their lives.  Young adults from all over the world will gather for a weekend of inspiring worship, engaging workshops and meaningful small group interaction.  All 13 UM-related seminaries will be participating as well.

   A previous Exploration event was part of the journey to ordination for the Rev. Jessica Fuller, a deacon serving at Crozet UMC.  Jessica will be attending Exploration '11 as a representative from the Virginia Conference.  She would be glad to talk with anyone who is interested in attending.  Information on the event is available online at www.gbhem.org/exploration.

Discover God’s Call

   Discover God’s Call is a ministry that teaches people about spiritual gifts, helps them discern their own spiritual gifts, and how God may be calling them to use them.   A retreat will be held at VUMAC in Blackstone the weekend of May 20-22, 2011.  Our featured speaker is the Rev. Terry Duckworth, an ordained elder and conference evangelist for the Western North Carolina Conference.  The basic cost of the retreat is $215, which includes material for a 2-week pre-retreat study on spiritual gifts.  The Discover God’s Retreat has been approved by the Virginia Conference for both advanced lay speaker credit and for 2 CEU credits for clergy.  In addition, there are some half-scholarships for first-time laity and some full scholarships for first-time clergy.  You may learn more about Discover God’s Call at our national website: www.discovergodscall.org, or please call Susan Rigg at 434-572-4406 or email me at revednsusan@embarqmail.com.
District Youth News

Upcoming Youth events:

· VocationCARE Training:  May 9-10, Shady Grove UMC, Mechanicsville, VA; $50 team registration fee
· Charlottesville District Youth Rally: August 28, 2011, Aldersgate UMC, Charlottesville  
Go to www.vaumc.org/youth for more information
Interns Selected

   Six college students were selected to be Virginia Conference “Calling 21” interns who will experience and explore the questions of vocation, service, leadership and meaning through a summer mentoring and internship program. Interns will participate in orientation at Shenandoah University and attend Annual Conference. They will serve in local churches June 22-Aug. 17. Crozet UMC welcomes intern Brooke Bailey, Blue Ridge Community College.
District UMW 
· UMW’s Spiritual Life Retreat, “Blessed to be a Blessing” is May 13-15, VUMAC, Blackstone.  Rev. Tammy Estep will be Retreat leader.  
· VA Conference UMW Breakfast, June 18 in Roanoke; tickets $14.00 due by June 2.

· Richmond District UMW has invited our members to join them for a trip to the Wesley Community Service Center in Portsmouth on May 21, working with John Hatcher; $54.00 for bus transportation and 2 meals; leaving from Skipwith UMC at 8:30 AM; contact
Ruth Wilkinson 804-747-6493......a very good mission trip for local units!
· SOCM (School of Christian Mission) brochures for registration available; July sessions. 
· We encourage every church on the Charlottesville District to have a local UMW unit; let us know when we can visit your unit.
· Contact Frances Garwood with any questions: 540-456-6718 or fgarwood@bpl.coop . 
Conference Offering Goal: $200,000


Mozambique -- $50,000

Brazil -- $50,000

Agape Children’s Community Center, 
Eastern Shore -- $50,000

Shalom Zone: Grace Ministries, 
Roanoke -- $50,000

Jubilee Assistance Fund

   The Jubilee Assistance Fund (JAF) is a loan program where a local church establishes an account at the Virginia United Methodist Credit Union to provide collateralized small, short term loans for individuals who would not qualify for loans otherwise. To qualify for JAF, the borrower agrees to receive financial counseling, loan monitoring and payroll deduction. The program is a way to provide your church members short term help during a financial crisis and financial management tools to assist them with long term financial stability.

For information on partnering with VUMCU to establish a fund at your church call 866-657-0004  or email: creditunion@vumcu.org.
The United Methodist Church
Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 
Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Leah DeLong

Rappahannock3umc@aol.com
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DISTRICT CALENDAR

May 17


Clergy Farewell Banquet 6:30 PM


May 20-21

UMM Spring Retreat at Camp Shenandoah Springs in Madison, VA


May 22


Announcement Sunday


June 5


Annual Conference Orientation, 3 PM, Aldersgate UMC

June 15-19        
Annual Conference, Roanoke Civic Center

June 30


Moving Day

Men of the Charlottesville District,
   Is God calling you to be a District Officer for this coming year? The time requirements are minimal, but the responsibilities and tasks are rewarding. Vacancies at this point are Secretary, VP of Membership and Administration and VP of Spiritual Life. Please contact Tommy Clark at tdrclark@cstone.net or at 434-973-3667 if you can make a commitment or if you want further information. God and your District seek your service.
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