THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 8, Issue 6     A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
June 2011
Annual Conference
June 15-19

   In a few weeks, clergy and lay delegates from across Virginia will be gathering in Roanoke to celebrate ministry and make a number of decisions impacting our shared mission to “Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.”  Our theme this year is “Being Christ to Others: Snapshots of the Kingdom.”  Each church is requested to bring two photos of how your church/charge is engaged in mission for Thursday night worship and a display in the Special Events Center.  Kits, non-perishable food items, a potato drop and conference offering will be some of the ways the annual conference will be engaged in hands-on mission.

  In addition, every church has been invited to share an opportunity for their congregation to be a part of church planting and revitalization through support of All Things New.  The response of this offering, through June 12th—Pentecost Sunday, will be shared and celebrated by the annual conference.
  If you are a delegate to this year’s Virginia Annual Conference, you will want to attend the orientation session at Aldersgate UMC on Sunday, June 5th at 3 PM.  Recommendations from the Council on Finance and Administration (CFA) to the Annual Conference will have a direct impact on the local church, as will recommendations from a number of boards and agencies.
  Several of our Charlottesville District persons will be recognized by the Annual Conference: Retirements—Rev. George H. Freeman (World Methodist Council) and Rev. William E. Hepler (West Louisa); Ordained Elder—Rev. David LeFon (Salem); Professional Association of UM Church Secretaries (PAUMCS)—Janine Dereochers (Louisa).
   The following churches and pastors will be transitioning, as a new conference year commences, July 1:  Leah DeLong/Rappahannock Charge; Jeane Dunkum/Southern Albemarle Charge; Elizabeth Foss/Wesley Memorial; Gay Hall/Amissville; James Hassmer/Mountain View; Timothy Hazlett/Emmanuel; Barbara Jamieson/The Little Fork Circuit; Evelyn Jones/First; David LeFon/Salem; Richard Lilley/Bethany; Christina McLain/Mt. Moriah; and Norm Recknor/ Mountain View.
   Join me in keeping the Annual Conference and The Church in our prayers.
Brenda
District United Methodist Women

  Thanks to technology, it is easier than ever before for United Methodist Women to stay connected through www.vaumw.org . It is a wonderful resource to keep you in tune with the times. The Charlottesville District UMC website (http://charlottesvilleumc.org) also has helpful info and handy links. 

   It’s not too soon to mark your calendar and register for the School of Christian Mission in Blackstone; there are two sessions available, July 22- 24 or July 25-28. Studies offered this year are “Coming Out on the Side of Grace, Forgiveness and Reconciliation”, “Haiti: Challenges and Hopes”, and “Joy to the World: Mission and Evangelism”. Our UMW conference website vaumw.org has a downloadable brochure with complete information including costs and registration form. Do consider treating yourself to one of these sessions at our beautiful Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center (VUMAC) in Blackstone, where you can see how hard your dimes and dollars go to work. Deadline to register is July 10.

   REMINDER: The Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky Mount, VA is still in need of Labels for Education. Their website is www.gbgm-umc.org/hfsc . For those of you unfamiliar with the program, this is one of the easiest mission projects your unit can tackle. For years HFSC has been collecting Campbell soup labels in order to buy a van for their child center. Good news! They are within 20% of their goal, needing only 312,194 of the original 1,600,000. Check out the Labels for Education website for a complete list. HFSC requests that you send the entire UPC label which includes the picture and point value. Mail labels to Henry Fork in a manila envelope to: Henry Fork Service Center, P.O. Box 888, Rocky Mount, VA 24151. For questions you may email them at henryforkcenter@cs.com or phone 540-483-2819.

   Blessings from your District UMW.  Contact Frances Garwood with any questions: 540-456-6718 or fgarwood@bpl.coop.
District Youth Event
   The Charlottesville District Youth Rally is set for August 28, 2011 at Aldersgate UMC, Charlottesville  
Go to www.vaumc.org/youth for more information.
Disaster Response Update
   In the past few weeks we have all heard and seen various news reports about natural disasters afflicting various communion here in Virginia and in our nation.  There have been tornadoes and flooding.  This morning’s  news focused on the flooding along the Mississippi River.     

   We are compassionate individuals and our hearts hurt for those we do not even know whose lives have been torn apart through no fault of their own.  We find ourselves asking, “What can we do?”

   There are many things we can do to respond to the disasters as well as to assist in recovery. The first is to pray.  We can stop what we are doing that very moment and offer a prayer for those affected by natural disasters.  

   After praying, most of us still want to do something more.  One of the easiest things we can do is make a gift to UMCOR.  Gifts can be made on line at UMCOR.com or gifts can be given through your local church.  When giving through your local church be sure to note gifts are earmarked for  US Spring Storms 2011, UMCOR Emergency Advance #3021316.   Your gift along with those of thousands of others will make it possible for UMCOR to be there, to help those in need. 

   Gifts to UMCOR make a tremendous difference in the lives of families who have lost most if not all of what they have.  I know this from personal experience in 1996 while serving in Elkton, VA, Hurricane Fran devastated the Naked Creek Community where I was serving as pastor.  A few days after the storm had passed a UMCOR tractor trailer arrived bringing much needed cleaning supplies.  It was a great relief to those who were affected by the flooding and a sense of pride for those who had given flood buckets or health kits or cash to UMCOR.  One local church came to volunteer with the relief efforts.  It had been their practice to include the name of their church in their relief supplies.  As they packed the kits, they found that the very kits they had packed the previous summer had come back to their come back to those in need in their community.  

   Another way that so many like to help by getting their hands dirty.  This is a great way to be present for those who are in crisis.  However, we have to plan ahead for this to happen.  Many want to rush in to assist, often without a plan.  It makes us feel good to be present, but many have arrived in a devastated area only to become frustrated because the lack of advance planning had made it impossible for them to offer help.  Every area that has been affected by these storms would love to have your help.  However, they need to be ready for you to arrive.  If you are thinking about taking a work team to devastated area, please plan ahead.  The best way to do that is to make contact with someone in the Conference Offices for the areas you wish to help.  On the home pages of most of the annual conferences affected by natural disasters you will find contact information and ways that you can help.  I encourage you to check out those sites before you begin planning your trip.

   If you or your church plans a trip to assist in recovery efforts please send me an email at revmwp@aol.com to let me know so that we can keep a record of ways the Churches of the Charlottesville district have helped in times of need.   If I may be of any assistance to you, especially in the area of helping your church put together it's own disaster team please do not hesitate to contact me at via email or phone at 434-589-1665

 Rev. Mike Plasters

Cleaning Buckets: Urgent Need
   We now have an opportunity to provide assistance to our brothers and sisters in need in these areas hit hardest by the storms by collecting extra cleaning buckets for UMCOR. We have been in contact with Rev. Tom Hazelwood, Assistant General Secretary for UMCOR, and he has informed us that cleaning buckets are being sent out by UMCOR in response to current disaster needs. Since annual conference is coming up he has requested that we do what we can to replenish the buckets that have already been sent out so that UMCOR can be ready for any future events where they may be needed. These kits will be sent with our regular shipment that we collect at the Annual Conference to be held in Roanoke from June 15-19, 2011.  Instructions for assembling cleaning buckets and other kits may be found on the GBGM website. 
Children from Brazil 
Participate in Annual Conference

   A team of 13 children, ages 11-14, and four adults from one of the Shade and Fresh Water partner projects in Brazil will be a part of Annual Conference session in Roanoke.  They will be featured at the Thursday, June 16, evening mission celebration.  The opportunity to have them in Virginia is the result of months of hard work on the part of Teca Greathouse, national coordinator for Shade and Fresh Water.

   “Teca worked to obtain passports for all the children, get parental permission for their travel, work with a travel agency to get reasonable airfares, and complete visa applications for everyone,” said Dot Ivey, coordinator the conference’s Initiatives of Hope Brazil partnership. “Finally on May 1 the entire group along with one parent per child made the nine-hour overnight bus journey to Sao Paulo to be interviewed at the U.S. Consulate. Teca tried to prepare the children for the fact that it was possible that they would not be approved, but when visas were granted one of the children said, ‘We never considered not going to Virginia!’”
Newsletter Deadline June 15

DCOM Book Review:

 No Act of Love Is Ever Wasted

   This book, written by  Jane MarieThibault, PhD and Richard L. Morgan, PhD, challenges, guides and comforts our congregations as we minister to families and individuals whose lives have been claimed by Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.  It begins with the comfort of a poem: 

They Will Remember

by Jim Fowler

In those places of the heart, where soul still lurks,

They will remember.

In tactile hunger for hands that caress and care,

They will remember.

At heaven’s gate, where all the leaves of lost 
   memories are restored, they WILL remember all 
   the loving fragments, melodies, touches, prayers   

   and tales by which you loved them.

Angels will sing, dance and shout, 


Sensing your love in these loved ones’ joys.

   It ends with the challenge:  “Where is the church in all of this?”  But the deeper question is, “Where is God in all of this?”  The church’s responsibility is to answer the question of a ministry for persons with dementia and their caregivers.  God has already answered that question.  God never forsakes the weak and needy of any generation.  God is present in the souls of people with dementia and with those who care for them.  So, hope remains that even when love seems to be defeated, no act of love is ever wasted.”
   Throughout the book, the authors offer their combined experience and direction for congregations ministering to families and individuals whose lives have been claimed by Alzheimer’s and other diseases of dementia.  They begin with the basics in chapter one, Facts and Fallacies About Dementia.  While they cover the most frequent questions and misconceptions, the authors attend especially to the touching spiritual issues created by the disease.  “Have persons with dementia lost their souls?....Do traditional forms of  worship relate to persons with dementia,  and should these persons be offered the sacrament of  Holy communion?”  As they proceed to discuss the spirituality of dementia, the authors define the process of giving and receiving care as a “mutual path of spiritual deepening, of coming closer to God, and of witnessing the love of God to each other and to the world.”  Their carefully considered reflections of hope and empowerment throughout the book are grounded in scriptural references and illustrated with personal stories from their own lives as well the many families and patients they have served.
   The final chapters are a trove of invaluable suggestions and resources for pastors, families and congregations who seek to create settings and programs of worship that will touch and enrich families and individuals who live with dementia.  At Wesley Memorial, our Caregivers Support Group has used this book to help create a monthly Caring and Sharing Worship service that is designed for all those who cannot attend weekly services.  We have been richly blessed by these services that are built around a simple and familiar order of worship, enriched with long-remembered songs and verses, filled with experiences for all  the senses, and spiced with lots of joy and dancing!  Through the study and practice of No Act of Love is Ever Wasted, we have found mutual blessings and spiritual growth for our entire congregation; caregivers and care-receivers alike.

A book review by Rev. Rochelle Shoemaker

School of Christian Mission
The 2011 School of Christian Mission will be held at Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center (VUMAC) in Blackstone July 22-24 and July 25-28, under the theme “All Things Made New.” Spiritual Growth Study leaders include the Rev. Steve Hundley, superintendent of the Roanoke District; and the Rev. Pat Watkins, executive director of Caretakers of God’s Creation. Registration deadline is July 10. Click here for more information, including detailed brochure, registration form and class choice, or contact Louise Miller, dean of the school, at rolmiller@cox.net. Please note that online registration will NOT be available this year.
Camp Rainbow Needs Volunteer Staff 

   New and returning staff volunteers are needed for Camp Rainbow Connection 2011 to be held at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone July 10-15 and Aug. 7-12. Camp Rainbow is a weeklong camp held each summer for individuals with intellectual disabilities. Staff members must be at least 16 years of age, agree to a criminal background check, attend one training session in the spring, and commit to attending the full week of camp. Click here for applications or go to the conference Web site, www.vaumc.org, select “Ministries,” followed by “Disabilities,” then “Camp Rainbow Connection.” For more information, contact the Office of Leadership and Inclusivity at 1- 800-768-6040 or 804-521-1100, ext. 153, or e-mail marthastokes@vaumc.org.
Newsletter Editor Change
   Beginning with the July issue of The Ambassador, Carol Frost will serve as the editor of your district newsletter.  I thank all of you for keeping the articles coming in steadily over the past five years and for forgiving my editorial oversights.  I especially thank Linda Truslow and Dr. Biler for their time and efforts to keep the news flowing from the district office to you.  As I move to another district I thank God for this opportunity to serve you!
Rev. Leah DeLong
Lay Speaking Ministries
   What is the Lay Speaking Ministries Program?

Leading, Caring, Communicating characterize what lay speakers do in ministry as The United Methodist Church engages the world of the 21st century!

   LEADING: Lay speakers combine words and actions in leadership roles within their churches and communities.

   CARING: As lay speakers combine words with deeds, they find ways to care for others. Some are involved in crisis ministries, such as visiting grieving families. Lay speakers share a ministry of caring one-on-one with people in times of need and in times of joy, and show their faith by responding to others with care--giving love and service.

   COMMUNICATING:  Both the Bible and Christian experience point to the importance of proclaiming God's transforming love for a broken world.  Lay speakers often fill pulpits, lead Bible studies, or speak in youth and children's groups, health care centers, retirement centers, prison ministries, and more.

   Lay Speaking Ministries is a program to provide training opportunities and experiences to equip disciples of Jesus Christ to realize and respond to their personal calls to ministry. Since each disciple is ‘gifted’ with one or more spiritual gifts (skills given by the Holy Spirit for the express purpose of serving the body of believers and thereby God), Lay Speaking Ministries strives to help disciples become aware of their particular gifts by offering educational events to enhance and develop the skill level necessary for the full fruition of these gifts. It is an excellent vehicle for servant ministry skill development and has aided thousands of church members to be better servants of Jesus Christ, to become stronger church family leaders, and to more capably assist their pastors.

   What is a Lay Speaker?  A United Methodist Lay Speaker is a member of a local church or charge who:

• Is an active supportive member of the UMC;

• Is ready and eager to serve the Church;

• Is well informed on & committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, organization, and life of the UMC;

• Has received specific training to develop skills in witnessing to the Christian faith through spoken communications, church and community leadership, and care-giving ministries;

• Is committed to witnessing through church and community leadership, care-giving ministries, and spoken communication; and

• Is willing to improve his or her skills for service.

  Lay Speaking Ministries offers training opportunities for laity who would like to use their witness, leadership, and service to inspire others to a deeper commitment to Christ and more effective discipleship. This may include interpretation of the Scriptures, doctrine, organization, and ministries of the church.

Local Church Lay Speakers:  Must take a basic course

• Support and minister to the local church

• Look for leadership opportunities in the local church

• Must file a yearly report with their Charge Conference 
• Take a refresher course every three years

Certified Lay Speakers: Must take the basic course and an advanced class.

• Support and minister to the local church and beyond

• Can be utilized by other congregations

• Look for leadership opportunities in the local church and beyond

• Must file yearly report with their Charge Conference 

• Must take at least one Advanced Course every three years to maintain certification.

   Are you interested in lay Speaking Ministries?  Lay speaking training will be held on the Charlottesville District August 27 and 28 at Hinton AVE. UMC, Nelson UMC September 10/11 or 17/18, and Culpeper UMC October 29 and 30.  Basic classes will be held at all locations. Advanced classes will be held at all locations.  Accountable Discipleship will be offered at Hinton.  Let the Whole Church Say Amen will be offered at Nelson and From Your Heart To Theirs, Delivering An Effective Sermon will be offered at Culpeper.  Look for the registration form in the next Advocate, or call Carol Recknor at 434-985-8649 to get details.  

Teach Disciple in Prisons

   The Virginia Conference has established Disciple Bible Outreach Ministries (DBOM) of Virginia, an affiliate ministry of the General Commission on United Methodist Men program that recruits, trains and equips local church volunteers to teach Disciple Bible Study in prisons, jails and youth development centers. All DBOM prison volunteers must be trained and certified for this ministry. The ministry held training for prison chaplains earlier this month at the Virginia United Methodist Center in Glen Allen. The next two training sessions will be held 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17,and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 18, at the conference center. To register or for more information, contact Gene Mims at (804) 733-8632, or go to 
http://disciplebibleoutreach.org/events_training/va_training_events/
Bishop’s Convocation on Immigration
   A Bishop’s Convocation focusing on a faith-based response to the issues surrounding immigration will be held Saturday, Oct. 1, at Grace UMC in Manassas. In her “Grace Notes” column in the April 2010 Virginia United Methodist Advocate, Bishop Charlene Kammerer wrote: “Regardless of our political beliefs about immigration, the consistent message of Old and New Testament Scripture invites us to embrace the sojourner and stranger in our midst.” Plan to join Bishop Kammerer and the Commission on Ethnic Minority Concerns and Advocacy on Oct. 1. More information will be available soon.

.
The United Methodist Church
Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 
Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Leah DeLong

Rappahannock3umc@aol.com
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DISTRICT CALENDAR

June 5


Annual Conference Orientation, 3 PM, Aldersgate UMC

             June 8


District Stewards Meeting, 7 PM, Aldersgate UMC

June 15-19        
Annual Conference, Roanoke Civic Center

June 29


Moving Day

Men of the Charlottesville District,
   Is God calling you to be a District Officer for this coming year? The time requirements are minimal, but the responsibilities and tasks are rewarding. Vacancies at this point are Secretary, VP of Membership and Administration and VP of Spiritual Life. Please contact Tommy Clark at tdrclark@cstone.net or at 434-973-3667 if you can make a commitment or if you want further information. God and your District seek your service.
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