THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 9, Issue 7     A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
July 2011
New Pastors and Families on the Charlottesville District
   As you read this edition of The Ambassador, six clergy and their families are in the midst of unpacking boxes and becoming familiar with their new homes and churches across the district:

Rev. Sara Porter Keeling, Shawn and their two daughters are being welcomed at the Rappahannock Charge (Willis Chapel, Flint Hill and Sperryville) in Rappahannock County from the Alexandria District; 
Rev. Maxine Crenshaw is appointed to Amissville UMC in Rappahannock County and comes from the Farmville District; Rev. Drew Willson, along with his wife, Shea Tuttle, and daughter have come to Fluvanna County from the Petersburg District, where Drew serves Salem UMC; Rev. Won Un and Diana arrive at Mount Moriah UMC in Albemarle from Richmond; Rev. Bruce Lugn and his wife, Alessandra Cortese de Bosis leave the Arlington District to serve the Southern Albemarle Charge (Scottsville and Mt. Zion); and Rev. Ed Winkler and Nina are welcomed by Wesley Memorial UMC in Charlottesville from the Winchester District.
   In addition, Rev. Jim Siddons is appointed to serve Bethany UMC in Norwood, Nelson County.  He and his wife, Joy, enjoy a home in Forest.  Rev. Jim Lacey and his wife, Patricia, serve Mountain View (Greene County) in addition to Bethel in Rochelle, Madison County.  The Bethel-Madison Charge was formed by action of the 2011 Annual Conference.
  As United Methodists, pastors (and families) are “sent” by the resident bishop to serve Christ and the church through an appointment to a charge.  This practice encourages both clergy and congregations to be open to discovering God’s invitation as we are brought together for ministry.  What “new thing” might the Holy Spirit bring forth?  What are the gifts and passions for ministry?  What are the needs in our church and community?  

   As I begin my 26th year of pastoral ministry, I have been in awe of God’s work through this appointment process.  While there are times that I have had the audacity to consider why my appointment has been to a particular church/ministry, I have always been humbled to catch a glimpse of what the One is doing through the congregation/church to teach me about God’s grace, helping me to grow closer to God and my brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. What invitation is the Holy Spirit offering to you and your congregation this conference year?



                           Brenda
District Mission: Brazil
Shade and Fresh Water

   The Charlottesville District’s first District Mission Team to Brazil will fly out on Friday, July 15th from Reagan National Airport.  After a stop in Miami to change planes, the team will fly into Racife, Brazil.  Our district is commencing a partnership with the Northeast Missionary Conference in Brazil.  This first team is about relationship building and exploring ways of sharing ministry.  Members of the team will be working to teach basic hygiene, assist with some construction as a former pre-school is turned into classroom space, and learn more about the Shade and Fresh Water Project and the  street children who are being served through the ministry of local Methodist congregations.  The team will return on Saturday, July 23rd.
  You will have an opportunity to hear about their experiences first-hand, at District Conference on Sunday, September 11th, 3:00 PM at Aldersgate UMC.  The team members are also available to make presentations in your local church.  Contact Joan Wasserrot to make arrangements or to volunteer for the 2012 team: 434 589-3669; joanwasserott@comcast.net. 
   Please keep our Brazil Mission Team in your prayers: Bob Forrest, Sean Kirkpatrick, Deborah Koontz, Erin McKenney, Lucy Miller, Mary Miller, Steven Nichols, Brittany Perkins, Deb Reynolds, Vivian Utz, Joan Wasserott and Rosemary Welch.

   Thanks to all of the individuals and churches who have made special donations to the supply fund for this trip.
Voices of Youth
Zion United Methodist Church (1674 Zion Road, Troy) will host  "Voices of Youth" on Saturday, July 30th at 7 PM. This Youth Mission Choir will be returning from mission work in the Dominican Republic and will be sharing their faith in song.  Caitlyn and Kelly Lebrecht from the Charlottesville District are in this year’s choir. Please help share this information with your congregations.  This is the only stop on the Charlottesville District.
Lay Speaking Training
Charlottesville District 2011
    Lay Speakers are always needed to lead, to care and to communicate various ways.  Some of these ways include teaching others preaching. Classes will be offered this fall at three separate locations and times.  New lay speakers are always welcome and must take the basic course before an advanced one.  Please use the following sign up sheet.  Deadline for any class is two weeks prior to the event so materials can be mailed to you.  Blessings as you prayerfully consider this service to Him.  
Saturday 8:30 – 9:00:  Coffee; 9 – 12 and 1 – 5

Sunday 1:00 – 4:00
Cost $25.00
Please Check your choice below and mail in with your
CHECKS MADE OUT TO: “Charlottesville UMC” and send to: Carol Recknor, 452 Buffalo Run Rd, Stanardsville, VA    22973
August 27 and 28, 2011
Hinton Avenue UMC
750 Hinton Ave, Charlottesville 22902

____ Basic 






Carol Recknor CLS

____ Accountable  Discipleship




Rev. Al Horton
September 24 and 25, 2011 
Nelson UMC
5239 Thomas Nelson HWY., Arrington 22922

_____ Basic






Sylvia Floyd CLS

_____ Let the Whole Church Say Amen



Rev. Debbie Powell
October 29 and 30, 2011

Culpeper UMC
1233 Oaklawn Dr. Culpeper 22701

____ Basic






Wyatt Mills CLS

_____ Delivering an Effective Sermon



TBA

Basic: This course is the foundation for all the other courses. In this course you are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts and God intended.   It offers guidelines for best practices as a church leader and in mission and ministry in the community and daily life.

Accountable Discipleship: The participant is invited through this course to look at their own faith community and see how it is or not a reflection of genuine Christian community.

Let the Whole Church Say Amen: In this course, the author offers a short course on praying in public to help the participant grow in confidence and skill in prayer.  

From Your Heart to Theirs:  Delivering an Effective Sermon:  This course moves the participant beyond the basics of public speaking and addresses the foundations necessary for preparing an engaging sermon. 
College Ministries
   Ministry to our students in the universities and colleges of Virginia is crucial. In order for campus ministers and chaplains to make connections with students who are attending each institution, it is essential to obtain updated information each year. Collegiate data is collected by the Office of Higher Education Ministries and passed on to each campus minister or chaplain. 

Last year the process was simplified through online reporting. At the same time, the type of information being gathered was enhanced. The process is now completely paper-free. In addition, anyone can complete the data entry – pastors, youth directors, volunteer youth workers, parents, students, etc. Please click on the link below to enter the site. Feel free to forward this link to anyone who can help input the information. 

https://www.vaumc.org/studentinformation  

Please submit this information online by July 15th so the campus ministers and chaplains have time to contact students before their arrival on campus. 

Our goal is to help connect students with faith communities where they attend college so they can become a part of the campus ministry. Thank you for helping us make those vital connections! 

 
Bishop’s Convocation on Immigration 
    A Bishop’s Convocation focusing on a faith-based response to the issues surrounding immigration will be held Saturday, Oct. 1, at Grace UMC in Manassas. In her “Grace Notes” column in the April 2010 Virginia United Methodist Advocate, Bishop Charlene Kammerer wrote: “Regardless of our political beliefs about immigration, the consistent message of Old and New Testament Scripture invites us to embrace the sojourner and stranger in our midst.” Plan to join Bishop Kammerer and the Commission on Ethnic Minority Concerns and Advocacy on Oct. 1. More information will be available soon.
Westover Kits
    This congregation has twenty to thirty people attending each Sunday. But, the mission mind here is great. Last fall, when the school supplies were on sale, the items for kits started to come in. Then in February, we put a list in the bulletin of the items we still needed to finish the kits. Last week we put the last of the kits together. This year we had 142 kits. It is so wonderful to see these kits come together. Remember the time to start is in August when school supplies are on sale.
Imagine No Malaria
    Rain is often seen as a sign of blessing, but the mission team of Palmyra United Methodist Church was not sure that it would help our Imagine No Malaria dinner on May 14.  With the food already prepared, the silent auction items on display, the rain could be heard on the roof of Zion United Methodist Church.  Then there were the voices.  People came!  Lots of people came!  The people who came were able to see all of the work that had gone into the celebration which was designed to raise awareness and money to fight malaria, especially in Africa.  The displays of African mission trips, artwork, and informative displays told the story of malaria.  The African inspired menu gave everyone a taste of the culture of Africa.  The basketball shooting reminded everyone that a mosquito net is one of the best ways to prevent malaria.  

    One evening can make a tremendous difference.  Close to $2000 was raised to help in efforts to eradicate malaria, a disease often transmitted by mosquitoes that kills millions of people.  The United Methodist Church has expanded their ministry for this disease to include Nothing But Nets as well as other education, prevention, communication, and treatment methods.  The people and business of this community have helped to save lives by supporting this event.  Thanks to all who came out, gave donations, supplied items and gift certificates for the silent auction.  Together we are changing the world, one life at a time.

    At the end of the evening, when all of the bids were in for the silent auction, the food had been thoroughly enjoyed, and the lights turned off, the team rejoiced in a job well done and lives that will be transformed because of an evening.  It was indeed a blessing.  If you would like more information about Palmyra United Methodist Church or this ministry, please visit them on the web: palmyramethodist.com or call: 434-589-1700.

Part time Position Open

    Part time accompanist needed at Gordonsville UMC. Proficiency in both organ and piano desired. One service at 11:15 AM.  Send resume/letter of interest to gumc1@verizon.net or P. O. 466 Gordonsville VA 22942.
 

Newsletter Editor Change
   Carol Frost is the new Newsletter Editor for The Ambassador. She has worked in churches, both as an Office Assistant and as Parish Administrator. She is married to Rev. Tom Frost, Pastor at Cunningham United Methodist Church. Carol currently edits the CUMC newsletter, sings in the Choir and directs the Hand Chime Choir. Please send your articles to Carol at: cifrost@aol.com. 

43 Mission Mentors Commissioned at Annual Conference

    The first group of conference “Mission Mentors” was commissioned at Annual Conference during the evening worship celebration of mission on Thursday night, June 16. These 43 persons are prepared to come to any local church to share ideas, materials and resources to encourage churches to become more mission-minded in their ministry focus. Any church, regardless of its size or current involvement in mission, can receive encouragement and support to strengthen its involvement in God’s mission in the community and the world.

Mission Mentors on the Charlottesville District are:  
Darryl Lam (Culpeper UMC)
Darryllam@comcast.net
540-825-6613

Joan Wasserott (Zion UMC)
joanwasserott@comcast.net
434-489-3669
Laura Anderson (First UMC)
Ltanderson1@AOL.com
434-977-9732

Mike Plasters (Zion UMC)
revmwp@aol.com
540-908-5741
School of Christian Mission
    The 2011 School of Christian Mission will be held at Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center (VUMAC) in Blackstone July 22-24 and July 25-28, under the theme “All Things Made New.” Spiritual Growth Study leaders include the Rev. Steve Hundley, Superintendent of the Roanoke District; and the Rev. Pat Watkins, Executive 
Director of Caretakers of God’s Creation. Registration deadline is July 10. For more information, including detailed brochure, registration form and class choice, or contact Louise Miller, dean of the school, at rolmiller@cox.net. Please note that online registration will NOT be available this year.
Newsletter Deadline July 15

Camp Rainbow Needs Volunteer Staff
   New and returning staff volunteers are needed for Camp Rainbow Connection 2011 to be held at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone July 10-15 and Aug. 7-12. Camp Rainbow is a weeklong camp held each summer for individuals with intellectual disabilities. Staff members must be at least 16 years of age, agree to a criminal background check, attend one training session in the spring, and commit to attending the full week of camp. Click here for applications or go to the conference Web site, www.vaumc.org, select “Ministries,” followed by “Disabilities,” then “Camp Rainbow Connection.” For more information, contact the Office of Leadership and Inclusivity at 1- 800-768-6040 or 804-521-1100, ext. 153, or e-mail marthastokes@vaumc.org.

‘All God’s Children Camp’ 
    At “All God’s Children Camp” children, ages 7 to 12, who have an incarcerated mother or father, spend a week at camp, participating in activities such as boating, swimming, hiking, archery, music, crafts, Bible study, and conflict resolution. Partnering with Virginia United Methodist camps, All God’s Children Camp provides a week of sanctuary for children who face many challenges in their lives, including economic poverty, temporary living conditions, loneliness, low self-esteem, violence and drugs. The 2011 camp dates and locations are July 31-Aug. 5 at Camp Highroad in Middleburg; Aug. 7-12 at Westview on the James in Goochland; Aug. 14-19 at Occohannock on the Bay in Belle Haven.   A gift of $350 will send one child to camp. For more information to find out how you can support All God’s Children Camp by sending a child to camp, providing supplies, mentoring, volunteering, etc., contact Casey Torrence, director of All God’s Children Camp, at (804) 521-1138 or 1-800-768-6040, ext. 138, or e-mail caseytorrence@vaumc.org.
Teach Disciple in Prisons
   The Virginia Conference has established Disciple Bible Outreach Ministries (DBOM) of Virginia, an affiliate ministry of the General Commission on United Methodist Men program that recruits, trains and equips local church volunteers to teach Disciple Bible Study in prisons, jails and youth development centers. All DBOM prison volunteers must be trained and certified for this ministry. The ministry held training for prison chaplains earlier this month at the Virginia United Methodist Center in Glen Allen. The next two training sessions will be held 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17, and 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 18, at the conference center. To register or for more information, contact Gene Mims at (804) 733-8632, or go to:http://disciplebibleoutreach.org/events_training/va_training_events/
Virginia Conference elects 26 delegates to General Conference
    Lay delegates elected to General Conference are Shirley Cauffman, Arlington; Darlene Amon, Suffolk; Ron Hardman, Williamsburg; Jim Branscome, Glen Allen; Nathaniel Bishop, Christiansburg; Marshall Bailey, Midlothian; Martha Stokes, Glen Allen; David Brown, Falls Church; Susie Wolf, Kenbridge; Carol Gaston, Salem; Dot Ivey, Richmond; Larry Burian, Reedville; and Gene Mims, Petersburg. Clergy delegates to General Conference are Tom Berlin, Herndon; Beth Downs, Glen Allen; Clarence Brown, Annandale; Denise Honeycutt, Annandale; Rhonda VanDyke Colby, Winchester; Peter Moon, Midlothian; Tammy Estep, Parksley; Marc Brown, Glen Allen; Ted Smith, Stafford; Amanda Garber, Harrisonburg; Kirk Nave, Richmond; Young Jin Cho, Alexandria; and Brenda Biler, Charlottesville.
Apply Now to Serve as a Marshal or Page at the 2012 General Conference
   Volunteers can now apply online to serve as marshals or pages during The United Methodist Church’s 2012 General Conference. The denomination’s top legislative assembly will meet in Tampa, Fla. April 24-May 4, 2012.
   Approximately 150 volunteers are needed during General Conference. Marshals and pages are responsible for their own travel and expenses.
   Marshals serve in the visitor and reserved seating galleries, assist visitors and special guests and check credentials for proper authorization.
   Pages assist delegates, secretarial staff, Bishops, members of the Judicial Council and official visitors. They distribute approved materials and deliver printed information.
   Those interested should submit an online application at www.umcevents.org/gc2012marshalpage. Deadline for applications is Aug. 31, 2011. Applicants will be notified of their status by November 30.                [umc.org]
   The General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church, and meets once every four years to consider revisions to church law, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans and budgets for churchwide programs for the next four years. The 2012 meeting will take place April 24-May 4 at the Tampa Convention Center. 
[umc.org]
District Youth Rally
August 28, 2011

Aldersgate UMC

Registration begins at 3:00 p.m. 


    Jeff Williams will be the speaker and the Aldersgate Praise Band will provide the music. School supplies for the Henry Fork Service Center will be collected. If you received a YSF bucket at the February Retreat, please bring it with the money you have raised for YSF.  Dinner will be provided.  Please RSVP to Rebecca Wagner at wagnerwimps@yahoo.com or 434-823-4645 with how many will be attending by August 19. 


Save the Date!! 

District Youth Retreat at Westview 

February 24, 25 and 26, 2012 


 Conference Events

School of Christian Mission
VUMAC in Blackstone
July 22-24, 2011
July 25-28, 2011

LEAD
August 5-14, 2011
Training event for Local Church/District Youth Leaders

Middle School Mission Weekends
Westview on the James
August 19-21, 2011
October 14-16, 2011
Cost:  $115 

For more information or to register, go to www.vaumc.org/youth.

Did You Know. . .
· The first time the Charlottesville District appears as an appointment is 1837?

· The Charlottesville District was organized in 1866?

· The Charlottesville District became the fifth district in Virginia when it was organized?

[From the 1966 Charlottesville District Conference booklet, “Commemorating the Bicentennial of American Methodism 1766-1966: Forever Beginning”]
LEAD
   LEAD is the new leadership training event to replace the former YAC and VUMDYLA. This experience will be a nine-day leadership immersion. District and local church youth councils are invited to select 3-5 youth who are willing to commit to this nine-day intensive experience and a covenant action plan to enact newly developed leadership skills in their districts and local communities upon return.

  The first 3 days of the event will be spent working with participants to understand vocation: identifying their strongest gifts and deepest passions, discovering how their gifts and passions intersect with the needs of the world, and responding to God’s call to ACT on and live out their discoveries. During the next five days, youth will pick a track based on their discoveries and be immersed in opportunities to enact their faith through service in the community in one of three areas (worship, spiritual formation, and outreach).  Finally, the event will end with a culminating experience of “design studio” or “world café” where youth create action plans and covenants for making a difference in their district and local community.

  For more information, contact Angie Williams at the United Methodist Center: 800 768-6040, extension 135.
VocationCARE
Some 170 clergy and lay persons in the Virginia Conference spent two days in training (May 9-10, 2011) at River Road United Methodist Church in Richmond to become VocationCARE mentors. VocationCARE is a process which helps young people to identify their deepest passions, to discover how those passions intersect with the needs of the world, and then to respond to God’s call. The program helps congregations become places that foster and develop the next generation of leaders.  Watch for ways that your congregation can utilize the VocationCARE process in future editions of The Ambassador.
Disciple Bible Study Resources
   The District Office has several sets of Disciple I videos to assist local churches in their ministry.  These resources can be borrowed by calling/e-mailing the District Office and stopping by to pick them up.  Additional resources are also available.  Check the District website for a complete list: www.CharlottesvilleDistrict.org. Click on “resources” and “district”.
The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 

Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Carol Frost
cifrost@aol.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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DISTRICT CALENDAR

June 30- July 4

District Office closed
             July 3


1st Sunday of New Conference Year
July 12

        
10:30 AM – Noon, Tuesday, Orientation for New Pastors
July 14


6:30 PM Welcoming Picnic- Byrd Chapel

July 22- 23

School of Christian Mission Weekend Session
July 24-28

School of Christian Mission Week Session

July 30


7:00 PM Voices of Youth – Zion UMC

August 4

10AM-11AM, Thursday; Aldersgate UMC, Charge Conference Preparation

August 6

10AM-11AM, Saturday; Aldersgate UMC, Charge Conference Preparation
August 5-14

LEAD, Leadership Training Event for Youth/Leaders

August 19-21

Middle School Mission@ Westview on the James 

August 27-28

Lay Speaker Training – Hinton Avenue UMC

August 28

3:00 PM District Youth Rally

September 11

3:00 PM District Conference, Aldersgate UMC
September 24-25
Lay Speaker Training- Nelson UMC

October 14-16

Middle School Mission @ Westview on the James

October 29-30

Lay Speaker Training- Culpeper UMC

November 19

District Leadership Training 
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