THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 8, Issue 3     A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
March 2011
District Conference
April 10th
   Our Spring District Conference will once again be hosted by Aldersgate UMC, at 3:00 PM on Sunday, April 10th.  We will be celebrating our partnerships with schools across the district.  Be sure to come prepared to tell your congregation’s story.  How are lives being transformed in our churches and communities?  What plan(s) do you have for the coming year, as you deepen the relationship with schools in your community?  Are there ways that we can work together, pooling resources to meet the needs of children and youth?
   The District Conference offering will be used by the Brazil Mission Team to purchase supplies.

   Bethlehem United Methodist Church on the North Madison Charge will be sharing the story of their faithful ministry and their decision to request discontinuance as a congregation.  They will tell of their on-going mission and ministry through Etlan United Methodist Church.

  “Delegates” to District Conference will vote on the election of officers.  Refer to the list below, to see if you are a voting delegate.

   The Charlottesville District paid 90.93%, $995,647, of its 2010 Conference Apportionments and contributed an additional $108,259 to the Conference for second-mile mission giving.  [In 2009, the Charlottesville District paid Conference Apportionments at 93.74%.]  The 75 congregations across the district reached 93.58% of the 2010 budget, raising $143,622.  The support of Westview on the James by the Charlottesville District nearly doubled in 2010 to $23,636.61!  
   The following persons are voting members of the District Conference:
· Ordained clergy, licensed local pastors, diaconal ministers, deaconesses related to the Charlottesville District;

· Lay leader, chairperson of the church council or its equivalent body, church school superintendent; president of UMM; president of UMW from each local church;

· Lay member of the annual conference from each charge;

· Three members at-large, one of whom must be a youth elected by each charge conference;

· Chairperson of District Council on Ministries or its equivalent body, district stewards, district trustees, district treasurer, district lay leader and associate lay leaders, president of district UMM, president of 
district UMW, president of district UMY, president of the district United Methodist Young Adults, the district coordinators of children, youth, young adult, and family ministries, other district coordinators and directors, five youth members selected by the district youth council and five young adult members elected by the District Council on Ministries (or equivalent body).   

District Mission Update: Brazil
  There is a team of 13 going to Brazil but we still have room for 1 more person.  If you feel guided by God, after prayer, please email me ASAP plus the deposit of $700 to hold your plane seat. 
   For those of you who ask me about what to collect to take, I'm advising you and your church to consider a monetary gift instead of things as we can purchase things when we arrive. On my last mission trip to Chicuque, Mozambique, I took everything I knew the people there needed but had to pay $250 in Washington, DC for that suitcase and then forced again in Africa to pay their airline the same amount. I paid it.  But it was a tough lesson.  Five hundred dollars would have bought a lot in either Maputo or Maxixe, Mozambique.  Hence, my suggestion is to bring cash or a check to District Conference, April 10th, to help us purchase what we need once there. With 75 churches on the District each contributing $50 for supplies for this District Mission Project, you will be a willing participant in this form of evangelism. Your hands will be those of Christ reaching across the world where not everyone can go. You'll be a part of anything the team accomplishes. You can invite anyone of us, on the return, to come to speak to your church or church groups and view the pictures your $50 made possible.  I'm all for starting prayer gardens at these sites and putting church names on bricks,  fashioned reverently, in this garden. Team members’ shared their skills and talents with missionary Gordon Greathouse.  Erin McKenney will be Team Leader with Joan Wasserott serving as co-leader. 
  The next District Mission meeting on March 17 will include a representative from Habitat For Humanity.  We will learn more about Heart Haven on August 18.  These meetings at at Aldersgate UMC at 7 PM.  Questions?? Email:  joanwasserott@comcast.net.




District UMW 
   Charlottesville District UMW Lenten Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for March 5, 2011, 9:30 AM, Crozet UMC.  Wendy Custer will be guest speaker.  Wendy is author of two spiritual books, A Cup of Encouragement and A Cup of Encouragement: A Refill of Inspiration.   Childcare will be provided.   Also, VA UMW’s Spiritual Life Retreat, “Blessed to be a Blessing” is May 13-15, VUMAC, Blackstone.  Rev. Tammy Estep will be Retreat leader.  Contact Frances Garwood with any questions: 540-456-6718 or fgarwood@bpl.coop.
April Newsletter Deadline: March 15
DS Thanks District Clergy
   The District Clergy Association has received the following thank-you from Dr. Brenda Biler. 

Dr. Brenda Biler expresses her sincere appreciation to the clergy of the Charlottesville District for the generous donations made to Stop Hunger Now and Cougar Care (a weekend middle school backpack ministry in Amherst County) in her honor. These gifts were presented to Dr. Biler during the Charlottesville District Clergy Christmas Gathering. Dr. Biler further added in her written thanks: "I am humbled to serve as your superintendent and rejoice in your faithful, tireless ministry."
The Wesley Foundation:

Come On Out and Join Us!
March 6-12:  Spring Break Mission Trip to Charleston, SC   Our team of 25 will be volunteering for the week with the United Methodist Relief Center, doing home repair and construction.  Please keep us and the communities where we will serve in your prayers.
March 19th:  Festival of the Book – Professor Debra Rienstra  Our 10th annual Jim McDonald Lecture Series, which honors our former campus minister and brings nationally recognized speakers and leaders to the University of Virginia and to the church in Virginia, explores themes of ecumenical/interfaith relations and the intersection of church and academy.  This year we are partnering with the Festival of the Book (http://www.vabook.org )to bring Calvin College professor and writer Debra Rienstra here on March 19-20.  Her talk at the Wesley Foundation at 4pm on March 19th is called “Spiritual Gifts and Feisty Decisions”:  One of the New Testament's most radical principles is that Christians should shape their lives according to the Spirit's guidance, not according to social convention. How do we cope with the inevitable clashes between faithfulness to the Spirit and comfortable conformity?

April 2nd:  Wesley Foundation Support Council & Work Day  We’ll be pitching in around the Wesley Foundation from 9-12 Saturday morning, then sitting down for lunch together while our Board and students share some of the most exciting parts of our ministry this year.  We’ll be working inside and outside on minor clean up/spruce up and lunch is provided.  If you’ve been wondering how to meet some of our students or what it’s like to serve on the Board – or if you just want to come say “hi” – we hope you’ll join us.
April13th:  An Interfaith Vigil of Blessing  On the eve of UVA President Teresa Sullivan’s inauguration as the 8th university president, an interfaith worship service will be held.  “An Interfaith Vigil of Blessing” is at 5:30pm on Wednesday, April 13th at St. Thomas Hall on Alderman Road.  Campus Minister Deborah Lewis is on the planning committee for this event, which is open to all. 
As always, visit our website (wesleyatuva.org), Facebook (Wesley Foundation at UVA), or contact The Rev. Deborah Lewis (434-977-6500/deborah@wesleyatuva.org) for more information.

Need A Loan?

The Virginia United Methodist Credit Union has an unsecured line of credit that your church can use for any project or emergency.  Contact Mike Haydon at 866-657-0004 or email: mhaydon@vumcu.org
An Event Clergy Can't Afford to Miss

   At the 2012 General Conference, changes to the Book of Discipline will likely be proposed that could significantly impact everyone who serves in appointed ministry in the United Methodist Church.  Virginia Conference clergy have an opportunity this spring to learn about the proposed changes and to reflect on these as they impact our ministry.  An “Ordering of Ministry” event will take place May 15-16, 2011 at VUMAC and will feature guest speakers, Rev. Dr. Ken Carter, Jr. (Chair of the Division of Ordained Ministry, GBHEM, and a member of the Study Commission on Ministry) and Dr. Mary Elizabeth Moore (Dean, Boston University School of Theology).  You can find out more details and register online at www.vaumc.org, click the Events menu at the bottom of the page.  .5 CEU is available.      

Westview Camp Update
  As a member of the board of directors for Westview, it is a blessing to pass on all the positive things happening in the life of our district camp.  Westview had a successful summer in 2010 and the number of meetings and retreats taking advantage of the camp during the spring, fall and winter months has increased significantly.  The staff works very hard to ensure that every camp experience is positive and useful.  

   The most recent construction project is the renovation and enlargement of Lakeside Lodge.  The roof was replaced, the building extended and rooms were added in the basement.  Remodeling is scheduled for completion this spring.

   Some dates I would like to lift up are two United Methodist Men workdays, Saturday April 23, and Saturday April 30 and the annual open house on Sunday May 1, 2-6 PM. (Any group wanting to attend the workdays should contact Blanton Youell, Operations Director, and email: wvblanton@hughes.net  for project scheduling). 

   The mission statement of the camp is to offer “a place apart” for Christian hospitality and learning that helps people of all ages affirm and grow in their faith as they experience the wonder of God’s creation.  To help the camp fulfill its mission the best things we can do are to encourage children and young people to attend the camp and to continue our financial gifts.. This is our camp and it deserves our support!

   I urge each of you to take the time to visit the camp website, www.westviewonthejames.org  to see all the latest news and plans for this spring.

Bob Forrest, District Lay Leader
Daylight Savings Time begins March 13
Westview Youth Events
   For interactive worship, meaningful Bible Study and a first-hand experience of the UM connection, bring your Confirmands to Westview on the James for a Middle School Confirmation Retreat. Both events will feature Justin Hicks of River Road UMC as keynote speaker and the Steve Kropp Band as worship leaders, as well as enthusiastic and energized Westview counselors to shepherd Confirmands through the weekend. 

  Register for "Following Jesus" the weekend of March 25-27 for an experience in exploring Jesus' life and how he impacted people whom he encountered or if you'd like to wait for warmer weather, register for "The Walk" the weekend of May 13-15.  Both events are $92 per person--but register by Feb. 15th for an early-bird price of $85 (for The Walk only)   Check out brochures for both weekends at www.westviewonthejames.org and/or register online today!! (Scroll down to News & Events for brochures, a Group Registration form or a link to register as an individual online).

   Please contact Cat Holbert Rudys in the camp office at 804-457-4210 or via email at catholbert@gmail.com for additional questions. 
Camp Rainbow Connection
   Camp Rainbow Connection is a week-long respite camp held once in July and once in August for individuals with intellectual disabilities. Campers participate in a variety of activities including Bible class, music, arts and crafts, games, dancing, and special activities.  Camp Rainbow Connection is actively seeking new campers and staff volunteers for this year’s camp sessions, and WE NEED YOUR HELP.  We are asking that you assist us by sharing information about camp in your church.  If you, your congregation, or one of your church groups is interested in learning more about CRC, we have volunteers across the state available to come to your church to make a presentation, provide information, and answer questions.  You can read more, and find applications online at www.disabilities/camprainbow  or find us on Facebook.  Or call (800) 768-6040 ext. 154 

Aging and Ministry Workshop

The Lynchburg District is offering a one-day program for all laity and clergy who have a vision and passion for ministry with mid-life and older adults.  The event begins at 8:30 AM, Saturday, April 30.  We’ll explore aging and ministry in the 21st century with Rev. Dr. Richard Gentzler, Jr., Director of the Center on Aging and Adult Ministry for the GBOD to the UMC.  
Registration Deadline: April 18. 2011

Location: Marsh Memorial UMC, Lynchburg

Cost: $15 which covers lunch and materials. 

Contact the Lynchburg District for specific information.  (434) 832-0401
District UMMen

   The United Methodist Men will again hold their Spring Retreat at Camp Shenandoah Springs in Madison, VA on May 20-21.  Men, mark these dates on your calendar. Last year over 50 men attended the retreat. Lives were transformed, decisions were made and disciplines were initiated that are still having positive impacts. Program and registration info will be announced in a later newsletter. 

  Please consider stepping up to a District Office. Use your talents to promote UMM on the Charlottesville District. Officers will be elected at our spring meeting. We have a current need for a Vice-President for Membership and Administration. Duties include Keeping an accurate roster of all charted Fellowships in the District and Reporting the status of all charted Fellowships (local units) to each Cabinet meeting. Other duties could be assigned by the President if needed. If you would be willing to fill this office until our spring meeting, send an e-mail to Tommy Clark at tdrclark@cstone.net or call 434-973-3667. 

Charlottesville District United Methodist Men’s Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the Charlottesville United Methodist men will be held April 9th at First United Methodist Church located on 101 E. Jefferson St. Charlottesville. Festivities will begin at 9:30 with coffee and sign in. The highlight will be an encore dramatic presentation from Reverend Al Horton. His interpretation of the Good Samaritan from the Gospel of Luke last year was a true blessing for all the men in attendance. There will be a business meeting after the catered lunch. The meeting will be concluded with swearing in of officers and communion. Please won’t you consider joining us and other men of the district as we network and plan our district business for the coming year. Please RSVP by calling Tom Clark District President at 434.973.3667 or e-mail tdrclark@cstone.net before 4/01/11.
UMVIM Training
   United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) Team Leader Training is changing its registration process. The cost will be $40 to be paid when you register. The fee covers the cost of the handbook, meal, refreshments, and handouts. Handbooks will be at the training sessions for those who have preregistered. 

   Registering for the team leader training has not changed. Go to the Virginia Conference website at www.vaumc.org/umvimtraining and follow the directions.  There you will find a list of trainings available. Click on the location to register and prepay. 

Trainings currently available include:

· March 12, 2011 - Redwood UMC, 3001 Old Franklin Turnpike, Rocky Mount, VA 24151

· May 14, 2011 - Floris UMC, 13000 Frying Pan Rd., Herndon, VA 20171

· November 19, 2011 - Beulah UMC, 6930 Hopkins Rd, Richmond, VA 23234

More training will be scheduled at a later date.

For questions contact the Virginia Conference UMVIM Coordinator, the Rev. Keith A. Mottley at umvim@vaumc.org. 

There is one seat left on the plane to Receifi, Brazil, for the Mission trip slated for July 15 thru 23, 2011 – is it yours??
The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 
Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Leah DeLong

Rappahannock3umc@aol.com
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
February 25-27 

District Youth Retreat, Westview

  
February 25-27 

Lay Leadership Retreat, Blackstone

March 5 

UMW Lenten Prayer Breakfast, Crozet UMC 9:30am

March 8 

Common Table Executive Meeting, Aldersgate UMC 7pm

March 17 

District Missions Aldersgate UMC 7pm

April 9 


District meeting, United Methodist Men, 9:30 AM, First UMC, Charlottesville

April 10


District Conference, 3 PM, Aldersgate UMC


May   1 


Westview Camp Open house 2-6pm

May 10 


Common Table Aldersgate UMC 7pm

May 19 


District Mission Aldersgate UMC 7pm

June 15-19        
Annual Conference, Roanoke Civic Center
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Apportionments Paid For Year 2010





District and Conference Apportionments 100% Paid for 2010





Aldersgate 		Haden Chapel		Walker’s (Rapidan)			Gentry (West Albemarle)	


Amissville			Ivy Creek			Flint Hill (Rappahannock)		Ebenezer (West Louisa)


Batesville			Louisa			Sperryville (Rappahannock)		Lasley (West Louisa)


Bethel (Batesville)		Macedonia		Willis Chapel (Rappahannock)		Mt. Horeb (West Louisa)


Mt. Olivet (Batesville)	Mineral 			Rock Spring			Westover


Bethany (Bethany-Sardis)	Mt. Pleasant (Mineral)	Rodes


Sardis (Bethany-Sardis)	Mountain View		Salem (Fluvanna)			District Apportionments Paid


Bethany (Norwood)		Mount Pleasant (Amherst)	Scottsville (Southern Albemarle)		100% for 2010


Bethel (Rochelle)		Mount Horeb (Amherst)	Mount Zion (Southern Albemarle)	Binghams


Bethlehem (Roseland)	Nelson			New Bethel (South Fluvanna)		Mount Moriah


Byrd Chapel		New Faith		Seay’s Chapel (South Fluvanna)	Emmanuel


Crozet			Etlan (N. Madison)		Wesley’s Chapel (South Fluvanna)	Zion


Cunningham		Mt. Olivet (N. Madison)	Stanardsville			Trinity (Orange)


Hopewell (East Culpeper)	Oak Grove (N. Madison)	Jeffersonton (The Little Fork Circuit)


Richardsville (East Culpeper)	Bethlehem (Orange Circuit)	Oak Shade (The Little Fork Circuit)	Conference Apportionments Paid


First			Salem (Orange Circuit)	Woodland (The Little Fork Circuit)	100% for 2010


Gordonsville		Palmyra			Trinity (North Garden)		Madison


Barboursville		Poplar			Wesleyan				Rose Park


Mount Vernon (Greene)	Bethsaida (Rapidan)	Wesley Memorial


South River (Greene)	Mt. Zion (Rapidan)		Brown’s Cove (West Albemarle)








Westview on the James 100% Paid for 2010 





Aldersgate		Haden Chapel		Mount Vernon (Greene)		Woodland (The Little Fork Circuit)


Batesville			Ivy Creek			South River (Greene)		Trinity (North Garden)


Bethel (Batesville)		Mineral			Flint Hill (Rappahannock)		Trinity (Orange)


Mount Olivet (Batesville)	Mountain View		Sperryville (Rappahannock)		Brown’s Cove (West Albemarle)


Bethany			Mount Moriah		Willis Chapel (Rappahannock)		Gentry (West Albemarle)


Binghams			Mount Pleasant (Amherst)	Rodes				Ebenezer (West Louisa)


Byrd Chapel		Mount Horeb (Amherst)	Mount Zion (Southern Albemarle)	Lasley (West Louisa)


Crozet			Nelson			New Bethel (South Fluvanna)		Mt. Horeb (West Louisa)


Cunningham		New Faith		Seay’s Chapel (South Fluvanna)	Wetover


Hopewell (East Culpeper)	Etlan (N. Madison)		Wesley’s Chapel (South Fluvanna)	Zion


Richardsville (East Culpeper)	Oak Grove (N. Madison)	Bethel (Rochelle)


First			Bethlehem (Orange Circuit)	Salem (Fluvanna)


Barboussville		Salem (Orange Circuit)	Oak Shade (The Little Fork Circuit)
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