THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”
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Camp Rainbow
Camp Rainbow Connection is a week-long respite camp held once in July and once in August for individuals with intellectual disabilities. A ministry of the Commission on Disabilities, it has been in operation since 1985. Campers participate in a variety of activities including Bible class, music, arts and crafts, games, dancing, and special activities. Camp Rainbow is a continuation of Christ's ministry where campers and staff of all races and religions experience Christian love. Camp is held at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center (VUMAC) in Blackstone
   Camp Rainbow Connection is actively seeking new campers and staff volunteers for this year's camp sessions, and WE NEED YOUR HELP. We are asking that you assist us by sharing information about camp in your church. If you, your congregation, or one of your church groups is interested in learning more about CRC, we have volunteers across the state available to come to your church to make a presentation, provide information, and answer questions. You can read more, and find applications online at www.vaumc.org/camprainbow  or find us on Facebook.
An Event Clergy Can't Afford to Miss

   At the 2012 General Conference, changes to the Book of Discipline will likely be proposed that could significantly impact everyone who serves in appointed ministry in the United Methodist Church.  Virginia Conference clergy have an opportunity this spring to learn about the proposed changes and to reflect on these as they impact our ministry.  An “Ordering of Ministry” event will take place May 15-16, 2011 at VUMAC and will feature guest speakers, Rev. Dr. Ken Carter, Jr. (Chair of the Division of Ordained Ministry, GBHEM, and a member of the Study Commission on Ministry) and Dr. Mary Elizabeth Moore (Dean, Boston University School of Theology).  You can find out more details and register online at www.vaumc.org, click the Events menu at the bottom of the page.  .5 CEU is available.      

  Lay Servants Academy

   All laity are invited to the 1st Lay Servants Academy - and the 33rd Annual Lay Speakers Training - to be held at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone on February 25-27, 2011. You do not need to be on track to become a Local Lay Speaker or Certified Lay Speaker to attend, although these programs are developed to challenge the Lay Speaker to become skilled to the level of certification and offer continuing training for re-certification. Every chairperson, committee member, teacher, or congregational leader is encouraged to take the introductory course and overview of United Methodism. The information and skills you will be introduced to will serve you well within your local congregations. 
   The Rev. Marc Brown, Director of Connectional Ministries for the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church, will be the keynote speaker. The message at the commitment ceremony will be delivered by the Rev. Mark Ogren, Ashland District Superintendent. Back again by popular demand is Dust and Ashes Ministry to provide music leadership. 
   Classes include This Holy Mystery, Bible for Lay Ministers, Prison Ministry, Bible Teaching Aids, Survey of Apologetics, Discover God’s Call, Heritage of the United Methodist Church, Ministering with Older Adults, Exploring Spiritual Gifts, The Basic Class, and more – 20 choices in all. And remember you do not need to be called to be a Lay Speaker. These are for you in your ministry or to explore another area perhaps. Please join us at Blackstone. The cost for the entire weekend is $170, for overnight Saturday only is $145. 

   Visit our Conference website www.vaumc.org and scroll down to Events. Click on Lay Servant Academy to download a brochure and register or call Nancy Palmer at 540-825-0764 X 16 for information. 

Young Adult Internships
  There are plenty of opportunities for young adults interested in serving in internship positions throughout the conference – from local churches, student ministries, conference internships, general connectional internships, and affiliated agencies.  A brochure is available through the conference web site at http://www.vaumc.org/internships 
Newsletter Deadline: February 16

The Wesley Foundation:

Mission and More
   Our next spring break mission trip is March 6-12. We will volunteer doing construction for low-income families, with the United Methodist Relief Center in Mount Pleasant, near Charleston, South Carolina (www.umrc.org ).

   In addition to regular students and new student friends, we are inviting non-student friends to join us — Board and Support Council members, alumni, and local church members in our district. If you would like to spend the week in service while getting to know some exciting future leaders of our church and world, please contact us for more information.  The cost for non-students is $250.  Contact Campus Minister Deborah Lewis if you are interested.

   You can also help by purchasing our Valentine’s Day Cookies — all proceeds go towards our spring break mission trip. They are ultra-delicious and will be ready the weekend before Valentine’s Day. You can purchase them for $5 per dozen. Just call our office or send an email to Office Manager Sharon Bolmey to put in your order (434-977-6500/ sharon@wesleyatuva.org ).

UVA community - April

   On the eve of UVA President Sullivan’s inauguration as the 8th university president, an interfaith worship service will be held.  “A Vigil of Blessing” is at 5:30pm on Wednesday, April 13th at St. Thomas Hall on Alderman Road.  Campus Minister Deborah Lewis is on the planning committee for this event, which is open to the wider community.  Join us!

   As many of you know, we offer housing and the opportunity to live together in intentional Christian community to four students each year, known as the Residential Community.  For the past 1 ½ years the same students have lived, prayed, worked, studied, and watched lots of “Gilmore Girls” together.  After reading “Finding Sanctuary” last year and talking about silence and its role in spiritual life, the residents have decided to make a silent retreat at Holy Cross Abbey this month.  Please pray for them as they make this journey into silence and then back to school the following week.

We give thanks for you and your support of campus ministry here at the Wesley Foundation.  If you see something here that you’d like more information about or that you’d like to take part in, please let us know.  We value all of our partners in ministry and we hope to see you at some of these events this coming semester!

Music Ministry Positions
   Music Ministry position/s for growing music program at Gordonsville UMC. Send resume or note of interest to Rev. Deborah Koontz gumc1@verizon.net  or P.O. 466 Gordonsville VA 22942.

District UMW 
   Charlottesville District UMW Lenten Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for March 5, 2011, 9:30 AM, Crozet UMC.  Wendy Custer will be guest speaker.  Wendy is author of two spiritual books,  A Cup of Encouragement and A Cup of Encouragement: A Refill of Inspiration.   Childcare will be provided.   Also, VA UMW’s Spiritual Life Retreat, “Blessed to be a Blessing” is May 13-15, VUMAC, Blackstone.  Rev. Tammy Estep will be Retreat leader.  Contact Frances Garwood with any questions: 540-456-6718 or fgarwood@bpl.coop.
Upcoming Youth Events
   The next District Youth Retreat is scheduled for February 25-27 at Westview on the James.  In It to Win It--The Race of Faith is based on Hebrews 12:1b;2a.  Music is provided by the Steve Kropp Band.  Cost is $70 per person.  Send checks to Rebecca Wagner at 7071 Jarmans Gap Road, Crozet, VA  22932.
   Westview is also hosting an After Hours Retreat for 7th-9th graders, February 18-20.  Middle School Confirmation Retreats are March 25-27, 2011 and May 6-8, 2011.  For more information on any of these events go to www.westviewonthejames.org .

   Do you want to encourage your District youth in their faith and empower them to be more than themselves with Christ and the United Methodist connection?  Tell them about the national youth event Youth 2011 that will be held twice this July, at Purdue University in Indiana and at the Sacramento Convention Center in California.  For all of the details and registration information, go to http://www.youth2011.org
District UMMen

   The United Methodist Men will again hold their Spring Retreat at Camp Shenandoah Springs in Madison, VA on May 20-21.  Men, mark these dates on your calendar. Last year over 50 men attended the retreat. Lives were transformed, decisions were made and disciplines were initiated that are still having positive impacts. Program and registration info will be announced in a later newsletter. 

  Please consider stepping up to a District Office. Use your talents to promote UMM on the Charlottesville District. Officers will be elected at our spring meeting. We have a current need for a Vice-President for Membership and Administration. Duties include Keeping an accurate roster of all charted Fellowships in the District and Reporting the status of all charted Fellowships (local units) to each Cabinet meeting. Other duties could be assigned by the President if needed. If you would be willing to fill this office until our spring meeting, send an e-mail to Tommy Clark at tdrclark@cstone.net or call 434-973-3667. 

Marriage Conference at Culpeper UMC
   A Love and Respect Conference will be held at Culpeper UMC March 4-5.  Registration is only $10, but closes February 18.  Attend this conference if you are looking for a gateway to a happy marriage!  Find the answers and gain the tools to make your marriage the best it can be. This message changes lives and has helped save countless marriages from the brink of disaster.  Visit http://www.culpeperumc.org to download the registration form.  Or, call Linda Lamb at 540-825-0764 or Lorraine Cline at 540-316-7263.
   Topics that will be discussed: Why We Negatively React to Each Other; How a Husband Best Motivates His Wife; How a Wife Best Motivates Her Husband; The Ingredient That Motivates Us Beyond Our Marriage.
   If you would like to learn more about what the conference will be about, visit the Love & Respect website at http://loveandrespect.com.  

Prison Ministry Survey  


 The Virginia Conference committee on Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries (CJAMM) would like to know if you and your church are already involved in any aspect of prison ministry.  We would ask that you let us know the type of prison ministry in which you are involved, what successes you have had and if someone in your church family is willing to serve as a mentor to another church that is wanting to start a similar type of ministry.  Include as much information as possible in response.
   Send email responses to VACJAMM@gmail.com 

Also, we invite any members of your congregation who are interested in getting learning more about prison ministry to attend the prison ministry workshop at the Lay Servants Academy in Blackstone February 25-27, 2011.  To register for this event go to http://www.vaumc.org/ncfilerepository/laity/2011LayServantsAcademy.pdf.  Prison Ministry should be class number 20. You do not need to be on track to become a Local Lay Speaker or Certified Lay Speaker to attend. During this day and a half workshop all major areas of prison ministry will be discussed with emphases on those that interest the participants the most. I look forward to hearing from you and would also welcome any questions you have about getting involved in Prison Ministry.

Annual Conference Tellers

   If you are a delegate (lay or clergy) to the 2011 Virginia Annual Conference and would like to serve as a teller, please contact Linda Truslow in the District Office (434 977-4254; CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org).  Four clergy and four laity from each district will comprise the teller team.

Harvest of Hope

   Harvest of Hope is the ecumenical study, worship and action mission trip program of the Society of St. Andrew. This summer there are several opportunities to learn about hunger and a common sense solution to the issue. You will not only learn about hunger; you will work do something about it. Together, we will glean fresh fruits and vegetables which will immediately, through the help of local feeding agencies, find their way onto the tables of those who are in need. You will be exposed to a simple healthy lifestyle during the event. We will worship together, exploring what God wants us to do concerning our neighbors who are in need.  Harvest of Hope is offering events for junior high, senior high, and intergenerational groups.
   Contact endhunger.org for more information.
Seeking Merit Award Nominations
   With the coming of a new year, it is time to make nominations for the Wasena F. Wright, Jr., Conference Merit Award.  Over the past 29 years, 195 students from our Conference have received this award.  These students were young people from churches just like yours who were nominated by their local churches, district Council on Ministries, or District Youth Council.  All of them have benefited from the financial support that these awards bring.  These awards are made possible by the General Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry and range from $500 - $1,000 per award.
   All necessary forms and guidelines can be found on the conference website: vaumc.org. Click on: ministries>>higher education>>merit awards or http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=1028
  Deadline is March 1, 2011. Please email beckytate@vaumc.org if you have questions.

Disability Awareness Sunday
 
   Worship suggestions for Disability Awareness Sunday 2011 have been posted on the Conference website.  The Book of Discipline tells us that Disability Awareness Sunday shall be observed annually on a date to be determined by the annual conference. This Special Sunday (without a special offering) calls the Church to celebrate the gifts and graces of persons with disabilities and calls the Church and society to full inclusion of persons with disabilities in the church and greater community. In the Virginia Conference, Disability Awareness Sunday is the first Sunday in February; however, the materials can be used and the intent of the Sunday celebrated at anytime throughout the year.  

   You can find the Disability Awareness Sunday materials by going to http://www.vaumc.org/disabilities and selecting the PDF file for Disability Awareness Sunday 2011 from the document list at the bottom of the page.  
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
February 8 

Common Table, , Aldersgate UMC

February 16

District Newsletter Deadline

February 25-27 

District Youth Retreat, Westview

March 8 

Common Table, , Aldersgate UMC

April 9 


District meeting, United Methodist Men, 9:30 AM, First UMC, Charlottesville

April 10


District Conference, 3 PM, Aldersgate UMC


June 15-19        
Annual Conference, Roanoke Civic Center

UM Family Days at Kings Dominion
 

   Get special discount tickets for Kings Dominion, valid April 16-24, 30, Saturdays, May 7, 14, 21 and Memorial Day weekend, May 28-30.  Tickets ate only $28.50 and $25.50 depending on age / height.  Children ages 2 and under admitted FREE.  Contact Angie Williams for a brochure:  804-521-1135 or 1-800-768-6040, ext. 135 or 

angiewilliams@vaumc.org
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