THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”
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January 2011
A New Year of Opportunities
   As we embark on 2011, let us pause for a moment to breathe deeply and look around us, celebrating the past and God’s leading that has shaped and equipped us for a faithful witness in the months ahead.  “The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place, the church is a people.” *  
   You are busy reaching persons around the world, meeting physical needs and sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.  You partner with missionaries; send youth and persons of all ages on mission trips throughout Virginia and around the world; you are reaching children and their families through relationships with neighborhood schools; some are preparing to travel to Brazil in July, as the Charlottesville District builds on the Virginia Annual Conference Initiatives of Hope to sustain the Shade and Fresh Water project ministering to thousands of street children.  In a time of economic stress, churches and pastors across the district are in the final stretch of meeting 2010 district and conference apportionments, participating in ministries far beyond the scope of any single community of faith.  Together, we are a mighty witness of God’s presence and power in the world. It is, indeed, a joy to journey with you.
   Next month’s Ambassador will highlight some of our 2010 statistics, related to worship attendance, professions of faith, and apportionment support.  Thank you for your diligent work to report Statistical Tables I-III in a timely manner.  While it is the lead pastor’s responsibility to make the annual report, it takes the assistance of many to collect the numbers throughout the year and prepare the report.  In case you may not be aware, as pastors (and assistants) log onto the denominational database to give these end-of-the-year summaries, these reports become the official and historical record of The United Methodist Church.  And, the financial details reported become part of a three-year formula for each congregation’s apportionment calculation.
  So, as elected leaders and ministry teams are commissioned, visioning sessions and committees meet, and calendars are filled, let us commit to making 2011 a year of prayerful discernment, holy conferencing, and offer ourselves to be made new in Christ.  



          

          Grace and peace,

Brenda

*”We Are the Church”, The United Methodist Hymnal, #558 (emphasis mine)
   Lay Servants Academy

   All laity are invited to the first Lay Servant Academy (held in conjunction with the thirty-third annual lay speakers training) to be held at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone on February 25-27, 2011. You do not need to be on track to become a Local Lay Speaker or Certified Lay Speaker to attend, although these programs are developed to challenge the Lay Speaker to become skilled to the level of certification and offer continuing training for re-certification.  Every chairperson, committee member, teacher, or congregational leader is encouraged to take the introductory course and overview of United Methodism.  The information and skills you will be introduced to will serve you well within your local congregations.  Eighteen varied courses will be offered.  The Rev Marc Brown, Director of Connectional Ministries for the Virginia Conference of the UMC will be the keynote speaker.  The message at the commitment ceremony will be delivered by the Rev Mark Ogren, Ashland District Superintendent.  Dust and Ashes Ministry will provide the music leadership.

   Full registration is $170 with a $10 discount if you register by Jan 31.  Far more information contact the Virginia Conference UMC Office of Leadership and Inclusivity, 1-800768-6040 ext. 153 or www.vaumc.org, select “ministries”, then “laity”, followed by “lay speaking”.

Birth Announcement
   The Rev. Ashley Abarca-Mitchell and David Abarca are pleased to announce the birth of their first child, Megan Christine Abarca-Mitchell who was born at 8:48pm on December 23,2010 weighing 7lbs 8oz and 19 3/4in long. Megan was brought home on Christmas day! Mom, Dad and baby are doing well. We feel so blessed to have been given this most precious Christmas gift. 
2011 Mileage Rates  


   The IRS issued the following standard mileage rates effective January 1:  
51 cents per mile for business miles
19 cents per mile for medical or moving purposes 

14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations 

DCOM Book Review:  Gentle Interventions God's Graceful Work in Our Lives by Bryan Collier

   Bryan Collier's name may be familiar to you.  He was the guest preacher at the United Methodist Men's Spiritual Retreat a year ago.  Dr. Collier is the founding pastor of The Orchard, A United Methodist Church in Tupelo, Mississippi.  A member of my church was so impressed with Dr. Collier's presentation at the Retreat, he loaned me his copy of this book.

   "Gentle Interventions" is based upon a sermon series Dr. Collier gave on the topic of Grace.  While preachers could use this book as a starting point on developing their own sermons on Grace, "Gentle Interventions" is designed to explain, or remind us, of the ways in which God's Grace works in our lives.  He takes Wesley's concepts of Grace and puts them into examples for our lives.  Dr. Collier describes Prevenient, Justifying, and Sanctifying Grace as "Beforehand Grace", "Aligning Grace", "Transforming and Completing Grace"

   Collier reminds us that before we reached out to God, God was reaching out for us; Grace is not about us or our "worthiness", but it is ultimately about God.  In God's Justifying Grace we become something we never were before, Children of God.  Then the Sanctifying Grace of God works to make our inward change an outward reality, transforming not only our relationship with God, but our relationships with others and the world around us.  Dr. Collier reminds us that Jesus didn't come just to save us for Heaven someday, but to begin the work of Heaven now.  

   I appreciate this book for it prepares us for the year ahead.  As we begin this new year of 2011, we need to be reminded that as Christians it is our responsibility and our joy to be God's representative here and now, to be about the work of Heaven.  None are exempt from God's Grace, and as Children of God all of us are ministers of God's Good News.  What God's Grace has begun in us, God's Grace will complete in us and through us.
Submitted by Rev. Sharon Forbes

Senior Pastor, Little Fork Circuit
Emmanuel: Welcoming Congregation
   Emmanuel UMC, Amherst, (Charlottesville District) has been recognized by United Methodist Communications (UMCom) as an official “Welcoming Congregation” for the second year. “Welcoming Congregations” are a select group of UM congregations nationwide that meets criteria including embracing newcomers and providing opportunities in discipleship. The recognition program is part of a larger effort launched in late 2000 by UMCom, the denomination’s communications agency, to use modern technology and the common language of television to spread the Good News of Christ to a world in need.
A Message From Our Retiring UMW President
   The Charlottesville District United Methodist Women gathered at Bethlehem UMC for their Advent Prayer Breakfast on December 4th.  We had delicious food provided by Bethlehem UMW and a time of singing led by Louise Miller, Va Conference UMW Vice-President.  Judy Spencer blessed everyone with a beautiful song as well.  During our time together in celebrating Jesus' birthday we assembled 55 baby kits!  Praise the Lord!  We have more kits to assemble but we are lacking some items, particularly baby sweaters.  Please bring sweaters to the Lenten Breakfast in March.

   The Advent gathering was truly a blessed day.   

Beginning in January 2011 your new District UMW President will be Frances Garwood.  There will be a Presidents' Tea on Saturday January 15 (snow date Jan.22) from 2:00- 4:00 PM at the Wesley Foundation in Charlottesville.  All local unit presidents please plan to attend and bring your favorite tea cup or coffee mug.   

  I thank God for the opportunity He gave me to serve for the past four years as District President.  It has given me a chance to grow in leadership and to be surrounded by many praying sisters in Christ.   It is a privilege to serve our Lord Jesus Christ.  May God bless you abundantly in the New Year!            

                                                                  In Christ,

                                                                        Daphne

Upcoming Youth Events
District Youth Retreat
February 25-27, 2011
In It to Win It--The Race of Faith
Hebrews 12:1b;2a
Westview on the James
Music by the Steve Kropp Band
Cost:  $70 per person

$35 nonrefundable deposit per person is due with registration by January 15, 2011. Checks for the registrations should be made payable to Charlottesville District Youth. Money raised for the Stop Hunger Now packaging event will also be due at that time.  Those checks should be made payable to Stop Hunger Now.  Mail to Rebecca Wagner at 7071 Jarmans Gap Road, Crozet, VA  22932.

Westview Events
Westview After Hours Retreat for 7th-9th graders
February 18-20, 2011
Middle School Confirmation Retreats 
at Westview on the James
March 25-27, 2011 and May 6-8, 2011
For more information on any of these events go to
www.westviewonthejames.org.

VUMAC Challenge
   Many of us have had the opportunity of attending events at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center over the years and are interested in seeing it improved and thriving.  This is more than just a meeting place.  It is where hearts are warmed; knowledge is imparted; friendships are renewed and made; and people are drawn closer to Jesus Christ.

   Since the last Annual Conference, I have had the privilege of serving on the VUMAC Board.  As a board member, I have been challenged to raise $5000 toward the payment of the $413,000 debt.  The money raised will pay for construction plans and capital fund raising that has already been done as directed by the 2007 Virginia Annual Conference. This debt developed plans to update and expand our 450-bed facility to accommodate 750 overnight guests and to add a modern 750-person capacity multipurpose room/auditorium.  If individuals from your churches, or the churches themselves make a donation, I would appreciate it if you would let me know.  You may send the checks given to Virginia Conference Treasurer's office with the check made out to Virginia Annual Conference.  Please mark the check #446-Va UM Assembly Center.

   My email is sumcrev@embarqmail.com and would love to report to the Board that the Charlottesville District has been generous in their giving to help VUMAC pay off this debt.  Just drop me an email with the amount sent so that I can claim that as part of the $5000 challenge I have been given as a Board Member.  God bless you and your churches.

Jeane Dunkum, Pastor

Southern Albemarle Charge

Centurions in Hope
   One day a Roman centurion learned that a beloved servant was sick and possibly dying.  He had heard about Jesus – the Jewish rabbi who was engaged in a powerful ministry of teaching and healing.  Over time the centurion had developed deep faith in what he heard about this person Jesus.  It was risky, but he decided to send Jewish leaders to Jesus with a request that Jesus come and heal his sick servant.   Jesus started towards the centurion’s home, who then sent a second set of emissaries -Gentiles this time.  The message was startling!  The centurion said how unworthy he was to receive Jesus at his home, and that it would be enough for Jesus to simply speak a healing word from afar.  The centurion was acting in faith to give hope to his sick servant.  Jesus marveled at such deep faith and compassion, and indeed healed the servant from afar.  

   Over the past four years I have learned about the fears and needs of so many of our neighbors who are veterans and their caregivers.  So many men and women from Virginia National Guard and reserve units have served us all during multiple deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan. So many Virginia families have sent their loved ones off to strange places like Fallujah and Bagram.  So many have returned home to us and bear the emotional scars of military service in combat.  And I have also learned that many of our neighbors who are Vietnam veterans are suddenly experiencing emotional unrest as they approach older years in life and lose the focusing constraints of jobs and other responsibilities.  Then too, I have learned how an entire cadre of people we loosely call “caregivers” struggle on the home front in what can be life-long responsibility for loved ones.  

   Our neighbors have come home and in so many cases struggled mightily to figure out how to readjust to civilian life.  Post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),  depression, drug/alcohol addition, suicide all stemming from military related service plague the 800,000 plus veterans in Virginia.  In my ministry alongside of the Veterans Administration, clinicians and local mental health organizations, I have been reminded so many times that there is one major brand of illness that doesn’t seem to warrant a casserole from any church visitation group.  That illness is mental illness, and our homecoming veterans (and those from years gone by) and their caregivers are in need of hope that life could be different, that somehow they can recover and find journeys to wellness.  

   One way hope can be offered to these neighbors is through mental health education that draws upon the deep-seated faith reservoirs of local congregations.   I passionately believe that some of you who read this letter may prayerfully find yourselves called to join with me in reaching out to these veterans and their caregivers. 

   The outreach will be a faith-based mental health education project appropriately named Centurions in Hope.  It is a risky and bold vision we have … offering our compassion, our presence, our support, and our education to mentally ill veterans and their caregivers who live in your communities.  I am prepared to be your resource person and meet with you to tell you more about Centurions in Hope.  My life experiences include 30 years military service, 12 years ordained service, and four years as a trained mental health educator.  Let’s cook up some casseroles and take them out to our neighbors…  We can, though the power of God’s Holy Spirit, teach these neighbors a way to help them recover and journey to wellness. My cell phone is 434-409-8246.  My e-mail is donaldmacnicoll@yahoo.com.   
Submitted by Rev Don MacNicoll.  

Order of Ministry Event

   Rev. Bruce Johnson, for the "Ordering of Ministry Event" planning team sent the following announcement: “In 2008, the General Conference of the United Methodist Church established another Ministry Study Commission in the United Methodist Church.  The Ministry Study Commission will bring a report to the 2012 General Conference that will propose significant changes that could affect all who serve in ordained and appointed ministry in our communion.  The entire report can be accessed at www.gbhem.org/ministrystudy.  

   In order to give Virginia United Methodist clergy a chance to hear and discuss the implications of the report, an event on the "Ordering of Ministry" is being planned.  The event, co-sponsored by the Virginia Conference Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members, the Virginia Conference Diaconate, the Virginia Conference Order of the Elder, and the Society for Wesleyan Studies, will take place May 15-16, 2011, at VUMAC.  
   The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Carter Jr., senior pastor at Providence UMC in Charlotte, NC, and a member of the study commission, will present a summary of the report and its implications, and a theological/ecclesial response will be offered by Dr. Mary Elizabeth Moore, Dean of the Boston University School of Theology.  Each of us will have a chance to give our input through break-out groups and in a panel discussion that will feature our presenters along with Bishop Kammerer.  
   The cost of the event is $85 for full registration and meals, and $30 for commuters (includes lunch on Monday).  The event begins at 6:00 pm on Sunday, May 15, with dinner and concludes at 3:30 pm on Monday. Clergy who participate in the entire event will receive ½ CEU.”  Registration material can be found at www.vaumc.org.  For more information or questions contact Richard McDowell, Order of Elder Chairperson, Charlottesville District, at pastorrichard@bpl.coop.

Human Relations Day

   Human Relations Day is Sunday, Jan. 16. This day of social action and raising awareness aims to heal social ills at the national level. It supports Community Developers, United Methodist Voluntary Service and the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program. In The United Methodist Church calendar, Human Relations Day is the Sunday immediately following the observance of Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday. However, you can observe Human Relations Day at anytime of the year. The United Methodist Book of Discipline describes the purpose of Human Relations Day as a call to "the Church to recognize the right of all God's children in realizing their potential as human beings in relationship with each other."
Clergy Spouses' Retreat:  
"Take Time to Laugh"

   "There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven... a time to weep and a time to laugh."  A time to laugh is a big part of the 49th Annual Clergy Spouse Retreat scheduled for March 3 - 5, 2011, at the Blackstone Retreat Center.  The retreat will feature Rev. Dr. Lynne Caldwell speaking on "Rx Laughter, the Best Medicine".  The retreat also includes several interest groups that should provide lots of fun and relaxation in addition to Lynne's presentation.  For example, here are some of the activities planned:
Zumba Exercise Class
Ugly Quilt for the Homeless
Strength to Minister Workshop
Simplicity/Simple Living Discussion
Tai Chi Class
Book Review/discussion, "Preacher Creature Strikes on Sunday."
What Makes a Restaurant Good?
   Additionally, there you will find time for relaxation, worship, and fellowship.
   Registration brochures will be mailed and on line registration is available at www.vaumc.org, click Events and the date. For more information, contact Bill Moore at wjmoorewj@gmail.com.

UM Day at General Assembly
   We invite you and all members of your congregation to join us for United Methodist Day at the General Assembly on Thursday, February 3, 2011!  Hosted by The Board of Church and Society and the UMW of the Virginia Conference, UM Day is an avenue of faithful advocacy that is both fun and meaningful.  New this year: Online Registration, Early Bird Pricing, Morning Prayer in the Capitol rotunda with the Bishop, and a large group session with General Assembly leaders and Methodist legislators. 
   Encourage members to register before Friday, January 21 and save $5.00.  You may find more information and register online at the Conference web site.  [http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=424&cid=3&ceid=322&cerid=0&cdt=2%2f3%2f2011]  Our host church will be Bon Air UMC again this year, and a block of rooms have been reserved at the Hyatt Place Richmond Arboretum for $79 per night.
    As we prepare for UM Day, please pray for our legislators and sign up for Action Alerts at the Virginia Interfaith Center web site. 
[http://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/]

Newsletter Deadline:  February 15
Pray, Fast, Dream!
 This fall, Bishop Charlene Kammerer invited us to join her in a weekly time of fasting and prayer, through Dec. 31, to ask God to work within us for the future of the church. This invitation called on all Virginia Conference United Methodists to “fast, wait before the Lord, confess our sins related to sharing our faith with those not connected with any faith community, and repent of all that has kept our faith communities from being as fruitful as God desires.”
     This request from Bishop Kammerer could not have come at a more perfect time, a time of change. We are experiencing re-alignment of our district boundaries, reforming of some of our boards and agencies, and a renewal within the mission of many of our churches. What better time to seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit for our church and in our lives.
     Some may have some trouble with this way of thinking. First of all that nasty word “change” is being said again. We hope that all can see that our God the Creator, is continually at work in this world, and with every new creation there is a change. A new baby changes a family forever, new inventions change how we live.  Change is one of the signs that we live in a world alive and full of God’s grace and love.

     As we look toward the beginning of a new year, resolve to set aside a block of time to think and dream. During this time, think about your church, the people, and the future it holds. What do you think that your church will look like in five years? Do you think it will look the same? Most likely not; change comes. Will there be more people? Fewer people? Will your church be alive and vibrant, or possibly closed? During this continued time of prayer and fasting, ask the Holy Spirit to lead your thoughts to a vision of your church in five years, God’s vision for a vital faith community. Don’t be afraid of the changes that you see. Let your faith in God be stronger than your fear of change.
     Take some time for prayer, fasting and dreaming!

Annual Conference 2011 Music

   The 2011 Annual Conference worship planning team is underway and planning for next year's worship services.  Each year the team does its best to incorporate those music teams who are interested in participating.
Unfortunately space is extremely limited and the team must go through a selection process in choosing those groups that will fit best into each of the services.  This year the following link is available to any local church
who would like to fill out an application to be considered for participation in one of the services.  Please go to this link (http://musicians.ac2011.org/ ) to answer a few short questions, which will help the team in their selection process.  The deadline for applying is February 1st.      

Conference Redistricting
   Bishop Charlene Kammerer and the Cabinet have announced new boundaries, district names and local church district assignments that will reduce the number of districts in the Virginia Conference from 18 to 16, effective July 1.

   Three districts – Ashland, Portsmouth and Rappahannock – will be discontinued, and a new Fredericksburg District created. Three other district names will be new, each named for major waterways in the corresponding parts of the Commonwealth: the James River District. the Elizabeth River District, and the York River District.

   “The Cabinet has unanimously approved the new names and is pleased to share this information with everyone across the Conference,” said Bishop Kammerer. “We are grateful to all those persons who suggested names for consideration.”

   Work was finalized at the Cabinet’s December meeting.  The reduction won’t officially take effect until July 1, following 2011 Annual Conference. This is the first time district lines have been redrawn since 1972.
   The Charlottesville District will see minor changes.  Emmanuel UMC (Amherst) will be on the Lynchburg District, resulting in a change from 75 to 74 churches on the district—49 charges. Action by the 2010 Annual Conference realigned churches and reduced charges (Southern Albemarle: Scottsville and Mt. Zion; and Bethany-Sardis).  
New Law Impacts Clergy Taxes
   On December 17, 2010, President Obama signed into law H.R. 4853, the Tax Relief Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization and Job Creation Act Of 2010, which will affect every U.S. employer, including churches, and several areas of payroll, tax and benefits administration in January.
   What does this mean for churches? The change in the law does not save any money for the church but it does save dollars for employees. This 6.2% to 4.2% social security rate change only applies to non-ministerial employees. The change does not apply to the employer (church) FICA tax rate of 6.2%. So for 2011 only, a church will withhold 4.2% social security tax and 1.45% Medicare tax (total of 5.65%) from non-ministerial employees and the church will pay 6.2% social security tax and 1.45% Medicare tax.  
   For clergy…..clergy are self-employed for social security and will pay less self-employment tax this coming year. The Social Security portion of self-employment taxes has been reduced for 2011, from 12.4 percent to 10.4 percent. If you pay estimated taxes, this amount may reduce your 2011 tax liability.  For more information go to: 
http://clergytaxlaw.wordpress.com/2010/12/21/how-the-obama-tax-bill-will-affect-church-employees/  ….or…. 
http://www.ecfa.org/Content/New-Tax-Bill-Will-Impact-Nearly-Every-Church-in-the-U-S 
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
January 11

Common Table, , Aldersgate UMC

January 15

UMW Tea; Wesley Foundation, 2-4 PM

January 15 

Statistical Table I is due; deadline for 2010 apportionment payments

January 20

Pastor, Church, and Community Profiles are due
January 31

Statistical Tables II and III are due
February 8 

Common Table, , Aldersgate UMC

February 25-27 

District Youth Retreat, Westview
March 8 

Common Table, , Aldersgate UMC

April 10


District Conference, 3 PM, Aldersgate UMC


June 15-19        
Annual Conference, Roanoke Civic Center
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