THE AMBASSADOR  
“So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20).”

Volume 7, Issue 12     A newsletter for the Pastors and Lay Leadership of the Charlottesville District
December 2010
Voices of Youth

   As we prepare for the Voices of Youth 2011 trip, we have created a new website! Please visit www.voyva.org for more information! Here you can find information about the program, about the VOY 2011 trip, and most importantly- applications! Applications are being accepted for new youth, returning youth, college students and adult staff. You can also find information and applications for churches interested in hosting a concert in 2011.
   VOY 2011 will take place July 13-August 5. We'll be traveling to Haiti/Dominican Republic before returning to the Virginia Conference for our annual concert tour. Applications for youth and college students are being accepted through January 3rd. Please note that we are still looking for a few adult staff members, especially an accompanist. 

   If you or someone you know is interested, please retrieve an application from the website, and/or contact the Voices of Youth Coordinator: Rachel Hundley at coordinator@voyva.org or the 2011 Team Leader, Chad Hrbek at teamleader@voyva.org.
First-Mile Mission Giving

   Conference and District apportionments in The United Methodist Church provide the foundation for our connectional church and its witness of Jesus Christ in the world. As of November 1st, the following churches on the Charlottesville District have paid 100% of 2010 conference and district apportionments:

 Amissville
           

 Bethany (Amherst)         
 Bethany (Norwood)         

 Bethlehem (Nelson)        
 Cunningham
            
 Gentry

            
 Haden Chapel
            
 Mt. Horeb (Amherst)       
 Mt. Pleasant (Amherst)  
 Poplar

            
 Trinity (North Garden)     
Summer Internships for Young Adults
╫The Virginia Conference Offices of Congregational Development and Evangelism, Leadership and Inclusivity, and Mission and Global Justice, are seeking three separate summer interns for 2011. Applicants should desire to pursue a career in a ministry setting, have experience in and passion for the area of interest, and familiarity with The United Methodist Church. Intern salary is $250 a week (with a minimum of ten weeks). For details and application, contact Becky Tate (beckytate@vaumc.org).  The deadline for submission of applications is Feb 1, 2011.

╫CALLING 21: Are you:

- wondering what you are supposed to do with your life? 

- desiring to use your gifts and skills to change the world? 

- interested in learning what Christian vocation is about

 - willing to work hard this summer with awesome people?

- someone who has completed at least a year of college? 

- able to leap tall buildings in a single bound?

 
then Calling 21 may be for you.  Check-out the Virginia Conference website for additional information: www.vaumc.org. 
End-of-Year Dates to Remember

January 15th: 

· Deadline for 2010 apportionment payments

· Statistical Table I is due

January 20th:

· Pastor, Church, and Community profiles are due
· Church and Pastor Preference Forms are due
January 31st:

· Statistical Tables II and III are due
DCOM Book Review:  The Year of Living Biblically: One Man’s Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible
   This was a book that my wife had come across and passed along telling me I had to read it. A.J. Jacobs is an editor at large of Esquire magazine. He is a resident of New York City. He takes it upon himself for the purposes of writing this book, to live according to all the rules one can find within the Bible. He writes a chapter for each month of the year, breaking it down to the first eight months for the Old Testament and the last four months for the New Testament. His year begins in September, but he actually gets started with his preparations to do the experiment in July. 

   His first step is to decide what Bible and translation he will use. He finds one on his book shelves, opens it up, turns to the dedication page and finds out it was presented to his ex-girlfriend. He determines he will have to return this pilfered Bible as a part of his project. He begins to read straight through from front to back, for four weeks, five hours a day. As he is reading he is typing into a lap top every rule, guideline, and suggestion of advice he can find so that once he begins his year he can abide by them to the letter. He actually says he “will try to find the original intent of the rule or teaching and follow that to the letter.” 
   A.J. is officially a Jewish man. He has not been a practicing Jew, has not read the Bible in years and so is in for a fascinating discovery. He takes the biblical advice “it is not good for a man to be alone” and decides to seek out guides who can help him along the way. He assembles a board of spiritual advisors: rabbis, ministers, and priests, some of them conservative, “some of them one four-letter word away from excommunication.” 
   He also determines that he will get out away from New York; so he will travel throughout the year to seek input from some of those who are known to take the Bible literally, such as ultra orthodox Jews, the Amish, the Red-letter Christians, and Jerry Falwell.

   Each of the rules, laws, guidelines or suggestions he found in his first read through become the focus for stories he shares throughout each chapter explaining how he tries to live out the Bible. He begins with “Fear God and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.” Ecclesiastes 12:13. He tells of waking up on his first morning and is afraid he is going to break some law without knowing it. He goes to his closet and begins to think, “What am I permitted to wear?” He knows the Bible forbids men to wear women’s clothing (Deuteronomy 22:5), so he determines he can’t put on a sweatshirt originally his wife’s. He also became aware he is not permitted to wear clothes of mixed fibers, so he has to check all the labels on his clothing. And living life biblically literal begins for him, including the growing of a beard like Moses, avoiding dead people, returning lost items to people, and relating to the story of Jacob and Esau when he and his wife discover she is carrying twins. These are just a few of dozens of instances of him trying to live the Bible. He does well relating to the Old Testament and struggles to some degree understanding life according to the New Testament.

   It is a really great read. He may not always have the best interpretation of each scripture, but it shows one who is earnest in his pursuit in trying to fulfill his goal. He grows immensely in his understanding of the Bible and how to use it as well as view it. You may not agree with his conclusions, but they can provide you with a lot of food for thought and discussion.





Stephen P. King

Pastor, Madison UM Charge

SEJ 2011 Clergywomen’s Consultation  

   The theme of the 2011 Clergywomen’s Consultation is “Sister Strength: Grace, Growth and Grit.”  The event runs from April 4 – 7 and will be held at the Emory Conference Center and Hotel, Atlanta, GA.  
   Register early!  Before December 1, the fee is $110. Afterwards, the cost will be $150.  We also have a special fee for students of $65 which includes all workshops, plenary sessions, worship services, but only one meal – the banquet on Wednesday night. 
   For more information and to register, check the website:  http://www.certain.com/system/profile/web/index.cfm?PKWebId=0x2252277343 Questions?  Contact your Virginia Conference Planning Team Member: Hija Yu at 240-994-5522 or yuhija@gmail.com
 
District Caretakers of God's Creation

   The following individuals have been trained by Caretakers of God's Creation to present programs that will challenge, encourage, and equip congregations on your district to implement a Creation Care Ministry Team.  They are willing to present to various groups within your local churches; Sunday School classes, UMM, UMW, UMYF, etc.  In addition they are available to do District Workshops as well.

   Please share this information with your congregations. Find creative ways of encouraging your congregations to utilize this expertise that is now present on your district.

   The Charlottesville District representative is: Alex Chapin, a.n.chapin@gmail.com, Wesley Memorial UMC.
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Contact Dave Bean, 540.718.2752 or Jerry Lawson, 540.937.4990 for a Chartering Package or schedule a speaking team to come to your Church.
United Methodist Women

 Charlottesville District UMW Advent Prayer Breakfast, December 4, 2010, 9:30 AM  Bethlehem UMC (Nelson);  Louise Miller, Conference UMW Vice-Pres. will lead us in song.  In celebrating Jesus’ birthday we will assemble baby kits.  Bring items for the kits.  Kits will be sent to UMCOR.  What a wonderful way to remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent to us as a baby and that we are now part of the body of Christ awaiting His return.  So let us come together to be the hands of Christ. Contact Daphne with any questions: 434-973-3901 or
daphne_5678@yahoo.com. 
Upcoming Youth Events
Charlottesville District Adult Youth Leader Retreat
Zion UMC
Saturday, January 8, 2011, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
RSVP by December 15 to Rebecca Wagner at 434-823-4645 or wagnerwimps@yahoo.com

In It to Win It—The Race of Faith
Hebrews 12:1b;2a 
February 25-27, 2011
Westview on the James
Music by the Steve Kropp Band
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Ed Hopkins
Cost:  $70 per person
$35 nonrefundable deposit per person is due with registration by January 15, 2011.  Money raised for SHN will also be due at that time.  Checks for the retreat registration should be made payable to
Charlottesville District Youth.

      Our mission project at the retreat will be another Stop Hunger Now packaging event.  We raised just a little more than  $2500 last year, but we would really like to raise at least $3000 this year.  We need your help. Money raised for SHN will be due on January 15, 2011. 
Checks for the packaging event should be made payable to Stop Hunger Now.  For more information or to report how much you have raised so far, call Rebecca Wagner at 434-823-4645.  


Westview Events
Winter Camp at Westview on the James
December 10-12, 2010
Westview After Hours Retreat for 7th-9th graders
February 18-20, 2011
Middle School Confirmation Retreats 
at Westview on the James
March 25-27, 2011 and May 6-8, 2011
For more information on any of these events go to
www.westviewonthejames.org.

Newsletter Deadline: December 15
Annual Conference Date Change

  To assist in the voting process for General and Jurisdictional Conference delegates, dates for the 2011 Virginia Annual Conference have been adjusted to June 15-19, according to an announcement by Bishop Charlene Kammerer, Conference Lay Leader Shirley Cauffman, and the Rev. Marc Brown, director of Connectional Ministries.

   Annual Conference will begin with the Clergy Session and Laity Session at 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 15. Selection of a nominating ballot for clergy delegates for General and Jurisdictional Conference will be included as part of the Clergy Session. An opportunity to meet laity candidates for delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences will be offered following the Laity Session.

   Opening ballots for both laity and clergy will be conducted during the Thursday, June 16, morning session of Annual Conference. Additional ballots will be received throughout the Annual Conference.

   The 2011 Annual Conference will be held at the Roanoke Civic Center in Roanoke. 
Lay Speaker Training
 All laity are invited to the 1st Lay Servants Academy - and the 33rd Annual Lay Speakers Training - to be held at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone on February 25-27, 2011. You do not need to be on track to become a Local Lay Speaker or Certified Lay Speaker to attend, although these programs are developed to challenge the Lay Speaker to become skilled to the level of certification and offer continuing training for re-certification. Every chairperson, committee member, teacher, or congregational leader is encouraged to take the introductory course and overview of United Methodism. The information and skills you will be introduced to will serve you well within your local congregations. Eighteen varied courses will be offered. The Rev. Marc Brown, Director of Connectional Ministries for the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church, will be the keynote speaker. The message at the commitment ceremony will be delivered by Rev. Mark Ogren, Ashland District Superintendent. Back again by popular demand is Dust and Ashes Ministry to provide music leadership. You can view and download the brochure for the Academy by going to the events calendar on the Conference website (www.vaumc.org) and selecting the February dates.  You can also find the brochure on the Lay Speaking section of the website at:  
http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=748  If you have trouble with the link, go to www.vaumc.org, select “Ministries,” then “Laity.”  Look under the District Training opportunities in the Lay Speaking section.
Missions

  I hope those of you who have accepted new leadership positions at your churches or on the District, or those of you who wanted to improve your skills to serve the Lord, have taken advantage of the leadership training that was offered at Waynesboro on November 20. 

   Scottsville UMC's Stop Hunger program on November 13 was a great success.  We were assured the 10,000 meals we packed would be shipped in 2 days to Haiti. If you ever see this program being offered, do yourself a big favor and jump at the chance to participate.  Not only is it fun but you help people who are starving.  Questions??  Contact Society of St Andrew.

   Brazil trip for 2011 is still in the planning stages. Once we have a plane fare locked in we will notify those of you who have shown interest with your signature and require a down payment to hold your place on the team.  In the meantime you can all ask your pastors to take a 2nd collection during Advent and Lenten seasons with the money going for the supplies etc for Brazil.  There are other ways your church can help raise funds for the trip – car washes, bake sales etc can help you earn your team fee.
   Stay healthy, get a flu shot, join an exercise class, allow rest periods, all to boost your immune system.

Joan Wasserott, Chair
Charlottesville District Missions
News From Scottsville UMC

   Two years ago the youth of Scottsville UMC set out to fill an ark for Heifer International. They managed to raise $5,000.00 in about ten months to attain that goal.

   This year, the youth set their sights on fighting world hunger by hosting a hunger awareness event for their community. Through their hard work and support from the congregation, they managed to raise $3,600.00. This $3,600.00 provided a $300.00 donation to the Society of Saint Andrew, $2,700.00 to package over 10,000 meals through Operation Sharehouse, provide food for our church food pantry and allow participants to attend the event free of charge.

    The meals packaged on Saturday were scheduled for shipment to a school feeding program in Haiti the following week. Not only will this food feed these children, but in many cases, these children are sent to school only because their parents know they will receive a meal there. So in essence, these meals will feed the body and the mind.

   Thank you to all that supported this event with your gifts and presence. Please continue to remember those in need in your prayers and look for ways to be in ministry to those that are less fortunate. 
January 16:  Human Relations Day
Blackstone: Emergency Appeal
   At a November 10, 2010 called meeting of the Conference Council on Finance and Administration (CFA) and District Superintendents, Blackstone: The Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center requested permission for an emergency conference-wide fundraising appeal to handle construction plans and capital development debt totaling $413,000.  The debt accrued as VUMAC, directed by the 2007 Annual Conference, developed plans to update and expand its 450-bed facility to accommodate 750 overnight guests and to add a modern 750-person capacity multipurpose room/auditorium. Additional information is available on the Conference website: www.vaumc.org.  

From Your Credit Union: Jubilee Assistance Fund
   The Jubilee Assistance Fund (JAF) is a loan program where a local church establishes an account at the Virginia United Methodist Credit Union to provide collateralized small, short term loans for individuals who would not qualify for loans otherwise. To qualify for JAF, the borrower agrees to receive financial counseling, loan monitoring and payroll deduction. The program is a way to provide your church members short term help during a financial crisis and financial management tools to assist them with long term financial stability.

   For information on partnering with VUMCU to establish a fund at your church call 866-657-0004  or email: creditunion@vumcu.org.

Conference Board Positions

   Each year persons are elected to various boards and agencies of the Virginia Annual Conference.  Nominations are being sought for those positions.  In order to be nominated an application must be filled out by December 31 and signed by the district superintendent.  You can nominate yourself.  This can be done by going to www.vaumc.org.   Click on the “ministries” tab and scroll to “common table” and click on “leadership discovery and development.”  This will give you a link to the forms.  Below that is the listing of boards.  You can click on the board you are interested in to find if there are any vacancies.  The district leadership and development committee will meet to consider all nominations from the Charlottesville District.   Those nominations will be considered by the Conference Leadership Discovery and Development Team.  I am currently the representative from the Charlottesville District.  Any input or question, please contact Richard McDowell at 540-456-6484 or pastorrichard@bpl.coop.
The United Methodist Church

Charlottesville District Office                                                                    

914 E. Jefferson St., Suite 104

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902               

http://CharlottesvilleDistrictUMC.org 
Email: CharlottesvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Newsletter Editor: Leah DeLong

Rappahannock3umc@aol.com
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
December 4

District UMW Advent Prayer Breakfast, Bethlehem UMC (Nelson)

December 20-Jan 3 
District office closed; will reopen January 4

January 11

Clergy Retreat- Pathways- Petersburg 




February 8 

Common Table, 7:00 P.M. Aldersgate UMC

February 25-27 

District Youth Retreat, Westview
April 10


District Conference, 3 PM, Aldersgate UMC


June 15-19        
Annual Conference, Roanoke Civic Center
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